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Editorial 


Something wrong with the law 


After a year’s wait Gerry Gable, the editor of Searchlight, was found not guilty at Southwark 
Crown Court, London, after four days of his trial on a charge of incitement to violent disorder. 
His co-defendant, Gary O’Shea of Anti-Fascist Action, was also acquitted on the same charge 
and a further charge of stealing a flag from the League of St George. The charges arose out 
of incidents at a meeting of the neo-nazi League of St George in May last year. The trial was 
halted after the judge and the prosecuting and defending counsels all agreed there was no 
case to answer and the jury was directed formally to find the defendants not guilty. But it 
had been clear from day one that the jury appeared to have every sympathy for the defendants 
and none whatsoever for the prosecution witnesses who, with the exception of a council 
employee, were all well-known nazis, one with two convictions for violence. 

At a press conference after the trial, one question asked was who hijacked the Crown 
Prosecution Service, a body that should be free from political interference? The CPS operates 
according to what is known as the 51 per cent rule, i.e. it does not normally prosecute cases 
that have less than 51 per cent chance of success. In this case the chance of success was more 
like 5 per cent. 

The brilliant advocacy of Gerry Gable’s barrister, Adrian Fulford, produced a ‘Dimitrov 
defence’’, the accusers becoming the accused. All the nazi witnesses were exposed as Holocaust 
revisionists, men of violent ideology and long-term members of hard-core neo-nazi 
organisations. A full report of the case will appear in our September issue. 

Gerry Gable, his family and the staff of Searchlight wish to thank the thousands of 
individuals and organisations across the world who have supported them, both morally and 
financially, throughout this testing time. 

Whilst attempting to silence the work of Searchlight, the government’s law officers seem 
less than keen to bring a halt to the vicious racist and antisemitic garbage that pours out of 
the British National Party’s headquarters in Welling, Kent. The Attorney General reported 
last month that the police report arising from their raid on the BNP headquarters in January 
had been studied by the CPS, who, on the advice of Treasury Counsel, had decided there was 
no basis on the available evidence that could give rise to a realistic prospect of conviction for 
any offences under Part III of the Public Order Act 1986. Searchlight can reveal that the only 
material the police did not remove for examination on their raid was a sticker proclaiming: 
“The final solution: start repatriation”. Even the leaders of the BNP knew this was actionable 
under the Act and quietly withdrew it from their shelves and their advertised list of rubbish. 
Why did the police not take it? 

In one of the very earliest issues of Searchlight in the 1960s we carried a headline “There 
ought to be a law”. At that time it was a call for race relations legislation to be passed in 
Britain, and it subsequently was. Now we ask the same question in regard to the ever growing 
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SEWER PRESS. 


The attempt by the neo-nazi historian 
David Irving to make Britain the focal 
point for the world Holocaust 
revisionist movement took a number 
of steps forward last month and 
several steps backwards at almost the 
same time. 

The disgraceful behaviour of the Rupert 
Murdoch newspaper empire, duly aided and 
abetted by his BSkyB television and 
subsequently matched by the Daily Mail, has 
dragged the British press down to a new low. 
The decision by The Sunday Times to enter 
into a £83,000 deal to obtain the Goebbels 
diaries with a man who 
discredited for his views on the Holocaust 
and for the political company he keeps came 
as a shock to most people. 

The Daily Mail, in its effort to scoop The 
Sunday Times’s series on the Goebbels 
diaries, which started on 12 July two months 
earlier than planned, fell into an even worse 
sewer when it negotiated a deal with the man 
who owns the copyrights of the writing of 
Hitler, Bormann and Goebbels, Francois 
Genoud. 

Genoud, a Swiss banker and lawyer, has 
been a nazi since the 1930s and was a close 
friend of the leaders of the Third Reich, 
which is how he came to hold the copyrights 
to their works. 

After the war he worked closely with 
former SS men and Arab nationalist leaders 
to oppose the emergent state of Israel and for 
the defence of leading Arab terrorists and 
nazi war criminals like Klaus Barbie. Irving 
claimed in a filmed interview that Genoud’s 
daughter had been married to an Arab who 
was killed fighting Israel. 

Irving and Genoud are constantly spouting 
off about Jewish plots and conspiracies. But 
their little lark over the Goebbels diaries 


is universally 


seems to be a conspiracy par excellence, with 
these two admirers of the nazis appearing to 
get the best of both worlds. 

First of all Irving receives a large sum of 
money from The Sunday Times and allegedly 
offers about a third of it to Genoud. Genoud 
calls up the biggest of the British legal guns 
with a threat to sue everybody for breach of 
copyright, and then cops a rather tidy sum 
himself from the Daily Mail. 

But upon examination we find these two 
men are old friends and comrades in the 
struggle to resurrect the reputation of Hitler 
Germany. Indeed Irving, in Searchlight’s 
television documentary The Other Face of 
Terror, described Genoud as a very old friend 
and esteemed colleague. 

The idiotic claim by The Sunday Times, 
that Irving was one of only three people in the 
world who could’ read  Goebbels’s 
handwriting is almost too ludicrous for 
comment. The fact is that any educated 
German born before the second world war 
would be capable of reading the old German 
script in which Goebbels wrote. 

The regulatory bodies for British television 
might like to examine the so-called interview 
that BSkyB television conducted with Irving 
over this affair, in which a series of questions 
were put to him in the softest possible manner 
and his denial of the Holocaust was not 
challenged. In some countries there are laws 
to stop such blatant atrocities against the 
truth. 

The Times, sister paper to The Sunday 
Times and once known as the Thunderer, did 
not roar in defence of truth but initially 
ignored the affair completely. And two weeks 
later, the Sun wheeled out Garry Bushell to 
do a soft-soap interview with the would-be 
Fiihrer. 

The Sunday Times, in an effort to present 


Se - a 


Irving as a respectable historian, ended up 
perpetrating a despicable piece of news 
manipulation, when on page 3 of its edition of 
5 July it printed an unattributed report of 
Irving’s Holocaust revisionist seminar, which 
had been organised by nazi printer Anthony 
Hancock, a convicted fraudster, and attended 
and guarded by John Tyndall and the assorted 
thugs of the neo-nazi British National Party. 
We reproduce the report in full. 

“Five people were arrested yesterday as 
anti-fascist campaigners tried to disrupt a 
private seminar attended by Irving. 

“The arrests came after scuffles broke out 
among about 200 demonstrators outside the 
International Students House in Great 
Portland Street, London, where the seminar 
was being held by the Campaign for Real 
History, an international group of historians, 
academics and lawyers. Bottles were thrown 
and police were attacked.” 
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Above: Searchlight mole brings out 
souvenir from the seminar. The Print 
Factory is owned by Antony Hancock, 
long-time nazi printer and convicted 
fraudster 


Left: Irving outside London revisionist 
seminar, backed up by his BNP allies 


Below: ticket for the seminar 


TICKET No...<Sz.... 


REVISIONIST SEMINAR 


REDIRECTION POINT, 
FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, 
OPP. EUSTON STATION. 


1.00pm-1.30pm SATURDAY 4TH JULY 1992 
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REVISIONIST TOUR 


The one-week tour of Britain by four 
leading United States fascists, which 
ended with David Irving’s revisionist 
seminar in London on 4 July, must 
have left the visitors in awe of the 
British anti-fascist movement. 

Their first port of call was Glasgow where 
the British National Party managed to hold 
some type of gathering behind tightly closed 
doors, speaking as usual only to their own 
trusted followers and whichever Searchlight 
infiltrators had managed to get into the 
meeting. 

It was at their next stop, just outside 
Dewsbury in Yorkshire, that they must have 
begun to realise that being close friends of 
John Tyndall is no recommendation when 
visiting Britain. 

Under the greatest secrecy and behind a 
smokescreen of false leads, the BNP, which 
was in charge of security for the tour, fell flat 
on its face. First of all two of the speakers, 
Sam Dickson and Martin O’Toole, found 
themselves kicking their heels in York 
waiting for their minders to come and 
accompany them to the rally. By the end of 
the day, still waiting, they realised the lack of 
enterprise of the BNP. 

The other two visitors, Kirk Lyons, a US 
lawyer, and his legal assistant David 
Holloway, who had been promised a meeting 
in a smart English country hotel, found 
themselves, as is usual with the BNP in 
Yorkshire, in a rural backwood in the corner 
of Overthorpe park, Thornhill, addressing a 
motley crew of about 50 BNP morons. They 
were all but drowned out by the noise of a 
police helicopter hovering over their heads, 
the barks of numerous vicious police dogs 
being held in reserve, the jeers and songs of 
anti-fascists and the sound of leather on 
willow as two Asian teams played cricket on 
the other side of the park. So much for white 
supremacy. Not even the full national 
leadership of the BNP managed to get 
through to the meeting. 

They had ended up in the park as a result of 
the hotel that the BNP had booked for the 
being banned to after 
cooperation between local council officials, 
the hotel’s owners and the police. While one 
can condemn the police for allowing the BNP 
to assemble at all and blocking major road 
intersections to escort the BNP entourage in a 
military style convoy to the park, which is in 
a suburb with a large Asian population, if the 
BNP had to meet at all, a noisy park was 


seminar them 
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probably the best place, 

The one incident that marred the day was 
the one-sided action of the police at 
Dewsbury station who arrested three anti- 
fascists after Yorkshire BNP organiser Ian 
Wilson and a van load of his thuggish friends 
tried to ram their car. Wilson was allegedly in 


- need of hospital treatment after the skirmish. 


The BNP’s choice of Dewsbury was clearly 
aimed at building upon its already very 
disturbing and violent record in the area. 
Three years ago, at the height of the Salman 
Rushdie affair, the BNP arrived in the West 
Yorkshire town of Dewsbury amid rumours it 
had spread in the community that it would 
publicly burn a copy of the Koran. 

The huge riot police presence, 4,000 in all, 
reflected the police expectation of trouble. 
When it came it left 80 arrested and the Red 
Lion pub in the centre of Dewsbury burnt to 


the ground. 


Above: BNP masses gather for Dewsbury revisionist seminar 


These kind of activities have fanned the 
embers of the confrontation of three years 
ago. But it was an exceptionally provocative 
act to hold one of the three revisionist 
seminars in Dewsbury on Sunday 26 June. 

The BNP has been claiming that there was 
no reason for people to oppose the seminar as 
it had not been advertised in any way. This is 
a blatant lie. Searchlight has in its possession 
leaflets distributed to advertise the event. 

Down in London, where the tour was to 
culminate with David Irving’s revisionist 
seminar on 4 July, nazi-watchers began to 
realise what Searchlight had known for some 
days, namely the fact that Irving was not even 
in the country, but in Moscow earning his 
keep from the Sunday Times. Irving had tried 
to cover his movements by spreading a 
ludicrous story in Norway that he, Ahmed 
Rami, the Moroccan revisionist who lives in 
Sweden, and the black fundamentalist leader 


Below: A joke shared between the Metropolitan Police and the biggest bunch of 
BNP criminals and thugs assembled in many a year 


Since that time the BNP has held a number of 
regional meetings behind closed doors in both 
Dewsbury and Bradford with such star 
speakers as Lady Jane Birdwood, who stood 
as a general election candidate for the party in 
Dewsbury. 


Louis Farrakhan were to share a platform in 
Oslo. This was clearly intended to get the 
“world Jewish conspirators” into a tizzy. 

On Friday 3 July  hundreds_ of 
demonstrators from the Jewish community 
and anti-fascist groups picketed Irving’s 


FLOPS 


Mayfair home at 81 Duke Street. By now 
Irving’s deal with the Sunday Times over the 
Goebbels diaries had been admirably exposed 
by The Independent. Most of the media were 
taking a very dim view of both the seminar 
and Irving’s antics. 

Events on Friday and Saturday began to 
raise the question of who was really in 
charge. Was it John Tyndall and the BNP, was 
it the nazi printer Anthony Hancock, who like 
Tyndall is a close friend of the four American 
visitors, or was it David Irving, who appeared 
almost to have abandoned his friends and 
allies to swan around Moscow? 

Irving had invited a number of journalists 
to attend the seminar in London as well as 
some of his own friends. The actual location 
of the seminar was being kept secret until the 
last minute and so they were instructed to go 
to the Grosvenor Hotel at Victoria Station 
where they would be redirected. This was the 


Richard Fawcus, BNP organiser for 
Milton Keynes, monitoring anti-fascist 
demonstators outside Irving's London 
gathering 


Neo-nazi security team cameraman 
mugshooting protesters 


Richard Edmonds, 


purveyor of 
Holocaust revisionist filth, arriving at 
the London seminar 


same redirection point used for last 
November’s aborted Leuchter meeting 
organised by Irving. 

An American fascist had earlier tried 
intimidating journalists with a threat that if 
they did not cooperate, the BNP, which was 
in charge of security, would exclude them 
from the seminar. When members of the press 
pointed out that they were attending at 
Irving’s personal invitation, they were told: 
“He is not running things, the BNP is. He is 
only interested in making money.” 

On the day itself the threat proved to be not 
an empty one as not only were the press left 
waiting in Victoria, but so were a number of 
Irving’s personal friends. 

Anti-fascist demonstrators had assembled 
again outside Irving’s home and were waiting 
for word of where the neo-nazi gathering was 
to take place. Despite claims by Steve 
Myers/Masterson of the so-called Campaign 
Against Fascism in Europe (CAFE), or 
Bistro, as wags in Anti-Fascist Action have 
dubbed it, to know where the meeting was 
taking place — he thought it was to be held in 
Paddington - observers trailing BNP 
members from their redirection point at 
Friends House, Euston, soon found to their 
surprise that the venue was the International 
Students’ House in Great Portland Street. 
Anthony Hancock had hired a room there 
using his business name, the Print Factory. 

The first people on the scene were a large 
number of Jewish  anti-fascists, later 
reinforced by the rest of the demonstrators. 


John Tyndall beats a hasty retreat 
from the London seminar 


The police penned in all the demonstrators 
and refused requests by the manager of the 
building to have the nazis removed. 

The police in fact seemed to go out of their 
way to cooperate with the nazis. One nazi 
thug carrying a video camera crossed the road 
to where members of the press were gathered 
and pushed the camera into a man’s face. 
Other journalists weighed in to restrain the 
nazi but the police refused to detain him. 

It was obviously a very frightening time for 
a number of Sudanese refugees who were 
meeting in another room in the building and 
found themselves surrounded by 250 nazi 
boot boys. 

Inside the hall the scene was becoming like 
Hamlet without the prince as Irving had not 
yet put in an appearance and from the size of 
the hostile crowd outside Tyndall and his 
colleagues thought it was unlikely Irving 
would be able to get into the building. But 
once again the Metropolitan Police raced to 
his rescue, popping him into a police car and 
letting him put on a policeman’s hat as they 
drove him up to a back door to the building. 

Three questions about the conduct of the 
police have been put down in parliament by 
Brian Wilson, a Scottish Labour MP, and a 
growing number of colleagues. 

Irving now threatens to stage a much bigger 
meeting in September because of the interest 
aroused by this seminar. Somebody should 
point out to him that there are only a limited 
number of neo-nazis available to attend his 
meetings as no decent person would be seen 
dead at one. If he is forced to import fellow 
liars and Hitler apologists from abroad on 
such occasions, he is going to run through the 
£83,000 he got from the Sunday Times pretty 
quickly. On the other hand he could always 
ask Anthony Hancock to go out and pull a 
few more frauds on behalf of the movement 
to provide the necessary funds. 

The response by the decent media and the 
anti-fascist movement clearly indicates mass 
activity against any plan for a second 
seminar. 
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FLEMING \OTRVING NIL 


Professor Gerald Fleming of Surrey 
university, one of Britain’s most 
eminent modern historians and a 
longtime critic of David Irving’s brand 
of historical revisionism, has scored an 
overwhelming academic victory over 
his old adversary. 
Many months ago 
Searchlight 
informed of a piece of 


was 
historic academic 
research taking place 
in Moscow. We were 
sworn to secrecy and 
have stayed silent until 
now. 

On 12 July The 
Independent 
Sunday, following the 
attack of its 
paper The Independent 
on the deal between 


on 


sister 


the Sunday Times and 
David Irving over the 
Goebbels diaries, 
made public for the 
first time 
conducted in the very 
same Moscow archive 
into which Irving has 
been delving, which 
reveals significant new 
information about the 
Nazi death camp at 
Auschwitz. 


research 


Even the most 
authoritarian regimes 
sometimes foul up. 


Despite an order in 
January 1945 from the 
SS leadership in 
Berlin for the destruction of the gas chambers 
at Auschwitz and any documentation relating 
to them, the Red Army found a major batch 
of documents when it liberated the area. 
These were the files of the SS Central 
Building Administration. 

The documents give the lie to everything 
Irving has ever said about the Holocaust. 
They make the so-called Leuchter report, 
which purports the Nazi gas 
chambers never existed, fit only to wipe the 
backsides of his fellow nazis. The heartache 
caused by the likes of Irving to the families of 
the victims of the Nazis and those who 


to prove 


survived will now hopefully finally be ended. 
As Professor Fleming says, these documents 
do not have to prove that the Holocaust took 
place. It is a known fact that it took place, 
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accepted by all reasonable people. They just 
supplement the truth with additional 
documented evidence. 

Last October Searchlight was told that 
Fleming was working secretly in Moscow, 


examining the thousands of documents that 


Living history. Jewish ex-servicemen 
gather outside Irving’s London home 
to protest his lies 


had been captured by the Red Army, and that 
he had struck gold in terms of academic 
historic research. With Germanic 
thoroughness Heinrich Himmler’s minions 
who designed and built the gas chambers that 
took millions of innocent lives of men, 
women and children put on paper the designs 
and building programmes of the facilities of 
death. 

Fleming has no hope of changing the 
closed minds of people like Irving and his 
accolytes in the British National Party and 
other neo-nazi groups around the world. But 
for the average person in the street this is just 
further and conclusive proof of what lying 


, 


scum these people are. Irving’s recent claims 
that within a year the Holocaust will be 
disproved and the state of Israel that was built 
upon this alleged Jewish lie will cease to exist 
have just gone down the political sewer in 
which Irving has so long dwelt. Only the 
politically perverse and 
insane can 
repeating these heartless 


insist on 
lies. 

Searchlight’s long fight 
against Irving’s obscene 
fantasies was recognised 
in The Independent of 
Saturday 11 July, when it 
reproduced front 
cover of July 1977 which 
showed a picture of Irving 
and the caption: “The 
man and his motives”. 
But Searchlight is proud 
to say that it originally 
took up cudgels against 
Irving in the early 1960s. 
When Irving tells his neo- 
nazi audiences that 
Searchlight and its editor 
Gerry Gable have made 
his life “a holocaust for 
the last 30 years” we are 
only too pleased to plead 


guilty. 


our 


Veteran, whose medals include the 
Polish resistance medal, points out the 
truth to the protesters 


% 


French skins set up London outlet 


ebelles Européens, the French 

nazi record label, has set up an 

outlet in Britain and is operat- 
ing out of a private postal address in 
London. Recently released records 
include Save the White Race by Paul 
Burnley and the Fourth Reich, and a 
reissue of the Adolf Hitler 100th 
anniversary LP. 


As almost all the material produced by 
Rebelles Européens is illegal under Britain’s 
race relations legislation, we have no doubt 
that the authorities will take swift action in 
closing the outlet down. 

An idea of the kind of “music” that Paul 
Burnley churns out can be gathered from the 
lyrics of Race is Our Religion, which he 
plays with his band No Remorse. 

“They bow to money, their standards are 

low, 

And just like the government their church 

has got to go, 

We will never tolerate the vicars’ multi- 

racial plea, 

They've sold out to the liberals, they're 

preaching hypocrisy ... 

Don’t ask for thanksgiving, I give what I 

can give, 

I fight for white survival, to ensure the 

white race lives, 

So all you church leaders, hypocrites fools 

and gays, 

You'd better pray for forgiveness, cos we'll 

see you on judgment day.” 

The latest edition of Blood & Honour car- 
ries a photo of sieg heiling Croatian troops, 
one of whom turns out to be Ernest, the editor 
of an Italian skinzine and “a keen Blood & 
Honour supporter”. The magazine goes on to 
say: “We wish you and your fellow aryan 
fighters all the very best in the struggle 
ahead.” 

Blood & Honour carries letters from Italy, 
Sweden and Russia. The Swedish letter is 
from VAM (White Aryan Resistance) and 


How times have changed. Two years ago Blood & Honour printed this picture of 


Keith Thompson (left), who was described as “one of the leading members of 
the respected League of St George”, presenting Skrewdriver’s lead singer lan 
Stuart Donaldson with the book When our brothers are silent, describing the 
“heroic struggle of the Waffen SS on the Eastern Front”. Blood & Honour report- 
ed that the book was inscribed “To lan Stuart, in grateful thanks for the wonder- 
ful inspiration that his songs, words and music have brought to the youth of 
Europe.” Now relations have soured and Thompson has fallen out of favour. 
Below: British Movement skins attend a BNP meeting in Dewsbury. 


informs readers: “There is now also a 
Swedish ORDER. They have a lot of money 
and guns, although some of them are now in 
prison. The ORDER continues.” From Russia 
comes: “Your Battle Comrades from Russia 
are writing you. We are fighting for Aryan 
Race and White Order, for Europe from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. Our 
Organisation is named Blood and Soil.” 
Searchlight of course gets several mentions 
throughout the publication. Editor Gerry 
Gable even gets his own cartoon strip. 
Someone else who gets the Blood & Honour 


hate treatment is Mensi from the band The 
Angelic Upstarts, which is referred to as 
being associated with something called Dread 
Action. 

One piece of good news though is that 
Keith Thompson seems to have got himself in 
a right fix over his poor security arrange- 
ments. An article titled Leak of St George in 
the same edition of Blood & Honour asks 
readers “to avoid contact with the League of 
St George and Steven Books. This is due to 
various reasons leading us to question their 
honesty.” 


~ TIN 10 REFUGEES 
TURNED AWAY 


BLACK WORKERS 
IN EUROP 
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ough new regulations have 

meant that only one person in 

ten of those seeking political 
asylum in Britain is allowed entry. 


In 1990 22 per cent of asylum seekers were 
recognised as refugees, but the figure fell to 
10 per cent in 1991. There has also been a fall 
in the numbers of people applying for 
asylum. 

The right-wing tabloid press claimed the 
figures show that nine out of ten refugees are 
“bogus”. The Daily Star has called for a 
campaign to “boot out” illegal immigrants. 

In reality, all the figures show is that 
Britain now has very tough anti-refugee 
controls, which undoubtedly exclude many 
genuine refugees. 

Recent examples of those denied refugee 
status include Hamo Gulam, a Kurd who has 
been brutally tortured and persecuted for 
political activity in Turkey, and Abdulai 
Conteh, the deposed vice president of Sierra 
Leone, who sought refuge in Britain after 
fleeing from an armed coup. 

Home Secretary Kenneth Clarke did not 
even realise that British immigration policy 
was being written by a secret group in 
Europe, outside any democratic control, until 
told by The Guardian. 

The “ad hoc group, immigration”, is an 
offshoot of the Trevi group on security and 
counter terrorism. A draft convention on 
immigration policy is being kept secret until 
it is signed by European Community 
members, by which time it will be too late to 
amend it. 

Further evidence of the increasingly harsh 
controls on immigration comes from yet 
another case of a black visitor detained by 
customs. 

An American attorney, who chairs tribunals 
for New York State government bodies, was 
detained while on a trip to London to speak at 
a conference on discrimination against blacks 
in the legal system. 

Miss Margaret Jackson said her treatment 
was “degrading”. 

She said she was stopped and had her 
luggage searched by officials who accused 
her of carrying drugs. 

When she refused to allow them to carry 
out a body search, a higher official rejected 
her appeal and she was then formally arrested 
and searched. 

The Society of Black Lawyers and the 
United States organisation the National Bar 
Association will be making a _ formal 
complaint. 


‘ 


RACE ATTACKS 
ON THE INCREASE 


n increase in racial attacks has 
A been reported in Lancashire. 

Alex Bennet, regional principal 
officer for the Commission for Racial 
Equality, said the number of attacks in 
East Lancashire is bringing the area 
into the front line of racism. He said 
that right-wing organisations may be 
to blame. 


He explained: “We have been aware of an 
increase in racial attacks in the area — many 
on people in their own homes. We have no 
idea what the reasons for the increase are, but 
it could be linked to the promotion of right- 
wing organisations in general.” 

Almost 100 cases of racial harassment were 
reported in Blackburn last year, according to 
the annual report of Blackburn Racial 
Equality Council. 

Complaints ranged from verbal abuse to 
physical attacks, and also included racist 
graffiti and damage to property. The Bank 
Top and Cathedral area accounted for 30 of 
the 96 incidents. 


The Commission for Racial Equality’s 
annual report includes an award of £1,500 
made to a Pakistani woman who went to an 
industrial tribunal after she was refused an 
interview for a job advertised in Blackburn 
job centre. 

The Hyndeburn and Rossendale Racial 
Equality Council says that an earlier incident, 
in which an Asian store on the Wallbank 
estate in Whitworth was besieged by 60 to 70 
people, has led to further attacks. Incidents 
are being closely monitored by the 
Rossendale Racial Attacks Response Forum. 

In Yorkshire and the north east, complaints 
to the Commission for Racial Equality rose by 
25 per cent last year. So far this year the rise 
is 40 per cent. 

Of 166 complaints received last year, 70 per 
cent were over employment issues. The rest 
included housing, education, violence and 
harassment. 

Mr Raminder Singh, deputy chair of the 
Leeds Commission for Racial Equality, said 
that one reason why things were worse in the 
north east was the depth of the recession. 


ARMY INQUIRY 
DEMANDS ACTION 


n army investigation into 
A racist abuse in the Royal 

Regiment of Wales has 
criticised the Ministry of Defence for 
failing in its duty and asked Defence 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind to take 
action. 


The inquiry calls on Rifkind to take urgent 
steps to instruct all soldiers and 
non-commissioned officers about the Race 
Relations Act and introduce a code of 
practice on race relations, “providing clear 
instructions on racial language”. 

Further recommendations include a review 
of the Queen’s Regulations, by which the 
armed forces are governed, and an 
examination of the Board of Inquiry Rules, 
which relate to the way disciplinary hearings 
are conducted. 

The inquiry, which took place last 
November, was into complaints by former 
soldier Private Anthony Evans, who left the 
army after being abused, beaten and 
subjected to kangaroo courts. 

The transcript of the inquiry reveals the 
extent to which racist abuse had become the 
norm in the regiment. 

One former soldier, now a police officer, 
said: “Various members of the platoon, 
including myself, used to call Private Evans 
things like “nigger” and “coon”. 

He said this was “always in joke and never 
intended to be malicious”, which says little 


for equal opportunities in the army — or 
indeed for the selection procedures applied by 
the police force. 

Platoon Sergeant Roy Jones said: “I might 
have called him ‘come here black bastard’, or 
very similar.” He admitted using other terms 
such as “black twat”, “nigger”, and “little 
nigger boy”, but did not seem to see anything 
wrong in this. 

Sergeant Jones remains in Hong Kong with 
the regiment and was not punished for this 
abuse. 

The Mail on Sunday, in a strong editorial, 
condemned the army for its lack of action, 
saying: “the Race Relations Act has been in 
place since 1976 and still the army does not 
seem to be aware of it. 

“Racial prejudice is, unfortunately, 
something which cannot be legislated against. 
But racial discrimination and racial abuse 
most assuredly can be. 

“Tt is a sad reflection on British society that 
there are still too many boneheaded NCOs 
and officers in the British forces who refuse 
to accept our multiracial society. 

“If they continue with the kind of 
reprehensible behaviour exhibited in the case 
of Private Anthony Evans, they must be 
ruthlessly weeded out.” 

The editorial also calls on the inquiry 
recommendations to be implemented 
immediately and for Prince Charles, Colonel 
in Chief of Private Evans’s regiment, to show 
a personal interest in the case. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ GRIMSBY SHOPKEEPERS HARASSED 
Racist louts have made life a misery for a 
Grimsby shopkeeper. Sukhdev Sidhu says he 
and his brother Makhan are constantly 
subjected to racial abuse at their stores in 
Nunsthorpe and Immingham. 

Racist graffiti and swear words were 
recently daubed over the walls and pavement 
outside the Nunsthorpe shop. Youths hang 
around outside the shop at night, drinking 
from cans and frightening customers away. 

Two years ago vandals caused more than 
£1,000-worth of damage when they smashed 
windows and set the store on fire. 

The police have been slow to respond, 
despite the fact that the police station is just 
around the corner from the Immingham shop. 

“We call them not once but twice, but they 
take two to three hours to get there,” said Mr 
Sukhdev Sidhu. 

Inspector Susan Johnson of Grimsby Police, 
said: “The matter has been reported and is 
being investigat 
(Grimsby Evening Telegraph 3.6.92) 


@ TRAVELLERS TRAPPED IN WESTWAY 
SLUM 

Two London boroughs face legal action over an 
official site for gypsies that has been 
condemned as unsafe, insanitary, and plagued 
with vermin. 

The site, located under the Westway in west 
London, is hemmed in by two motorway 
sliproads, close to several motorway flyovers 
and a railway line, and next door to a waste 
disposal company. 

It has very high lead and noise pollution 
levels and the 200 residents suffer from eye and 
chest infections. A planned play area was 
abandoned because of a plague of rats from the 
waste disposal yard. 

There is only one entrance to the site, 
creating a fire risk, and the long, pathless road 
is shared with heavy lorries from the waste 
disposal company. 

The Commission for Racial Equality is 
considering supporting a claim by Martin 
Ward, 51, a site resident, that the London 
councils of Hammersmith and Fulham and 
Kensington and Chelsea are discriminating 
against the families. 

Mr Ward said the conditions were “unfit for 
animals, never mind human beings. 

“Tt is a clear case of discrimination against 
travellers. If black people lived in these 
conditions, I’m sure they would be on the TV 
every night. 

“The site is plagued with rats. The council 
put us here because they know we have no 
option.” 

Eddie Adams of the North Kensington Law 
Centre, which is supporting the complaint, 
says the travellers have a strong case since a 
legal ruling in 1989 that gypsies or travellers 
are an ethnic minority. 

“If they come off that site there is not an 
authority in the country which would ure 
permission to build houses there. _ 

“They are living in conditions considered 
unsuitable for the rest of the populatior 


A spokeswoman for Hammersmith ak 
Fulham council said it was “concerned” about 
the qealty of eee ts Oe? 
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@ NHS RACE BIAS 
The National Health Service has been accused of 
systematically discriminating against ethnic 
minority nurses. 

In 1988 a major regrading of nurses’ pay took 
place. The process led to widespread 
dissatisfaction and at present 137,000 nurses, a 
quarter of the workforce, are appealing against 
the grades they have been given. 

The Commission for Racial Equality has 
produced a report, Clinical Nursing Grading — 
The Costs of a Colour Blind Approach, which 
roundly condemns the “institutional racisn” in 
the NHS and the absence of any monitoring 
procedure. The CRE says that when the 
regrading was carried out “there was ample 
opportunity for local managers to treat their 
staff unfavourably on racial grounds.” 

Tne health service unions NUPE and COHSE 
allege mary nursing auxiliaries and enrolled 
nurses, gromns where many black workers are 
concentrated, were automatically placed in the 
jowest grades, without any attempt to assess the 
work they were doing. 

Richard Parker of COHSE said that in one 
case two black nurses were graded in lower 
positions than two white nurses. When the two 
pairs swapped jobs, their grades remained the 
same and it was only after the threat of strike 
action that the health authority agreed to change 
their grades. 

In Mr Parker’s view, racism is endemic in the 
NHS and since black people started being 
employed in the 1940s they have always been 
treated appailingiy. 

“That’s basically the reason why many nurses 
have ended up in poor jobs — such as night duty, 
psychiatric nursing and the care of the elderly — 
which ieave them little chance of promotion. The 
numbers of black people in senior positions are 
appallingly low.” 

At least 20 nurses have registered complaints 
with industrial tribunals but many have had 
their pay upgraded immediately, before the 
hearing could take place. 

The CRE intends to carry out an investigation 
to find out whether black doctors get the same 
opportunities for senior jobs in NHS hospitals as 
their white colleagues. 

(Financial Times 17.6.92, Times 17.6.92, Weekly 
Journal 25.6.92) 


@ BUILDING TRADE INQUIRY 

The CRE is also to carry out a formal 
investigation into suspected discrimination in 
building industry training. The investigation will 
focus on the Construction Industry Training 
Board’s youth training programme in London 
and the West Midlands. 

Statistics show there is a very low number of 
ethnic minority young people applying for 
training places. Those black candidates who are 
accepted have a lower pass rate than white 
candidates, and black youngsters have a harder 
time finding work placements. 

The Wolverhampton-based Tarmac Con- 
struction company was singled out. 

The CRE says Tarmac has broken the 
government’s code of practice by failing to take 
action against incidents of racial abuse and by 
refusing to monitor the levels of Afro-Caribbean 
and Asian staff. 

Tarmac’s construction division has few ethnic 
minority workers, does not have adequate race 
relations training for staff and will not discuss its 
policy on the issue with trade unions, according 
to the CRE. 

Tarmac denied the allegations. 

(Birmingham Post 11.6.92, Construction News 
11.6.92, Morning Star 11.6.92) 
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ei RACE VIOLENCE ON THE 


INCREASE IN SCOTLAND 


acial incidents in Scotland 
increased by 38 per cent last 
year, twice the rate in England. 


Forty-four cases were reported in Scotland to 
the Commission for Racial Equality in 1991, 
26 of which were related to employment. Last 
year was the first time that Scotland had its 
own complaints officer based in Edinburgh. 

Lothian Racial Equality Council reported a 
24 per cent increase in cases. There was one 
serious incident at an Edinburgh private 
school and four cases of racial violence at 
primary schools. Bullying of ethnic minority 
children, including children as young as five, 
was reported. 

Dharmendra Kanani, the LREC’s education 
and employment officer, criticised the lack of 
multicultural education and the inadequate 
teacher provision for children whose first 
language is not English. 

Racism in Scottish football is leading to 
serious intimidation of Asian communities 
living close to football grounds. 

A conference on tackling racism in football, 
held at Stirling University, heard that more 


than a third of Asian people questioned said 
they had suffered racial abuse on match days. 

Every Scottish senior football club was 
invited to the conference, but none bothered 
to turn up. 

David McLaren, security officer with the 
Scottish Football Association, said there had 
been no repetition of the incidents involving 
bananas thrown onto the pitch after Rangers 
had signed black player Mark Walters. 
“Monkey grunts” were recorded at some 
games. 

Brian Holland of the Commission for 
Racial Equality reported on a survey of 
people who live near grounds in 92 areas. 

At one senior club in the north west of 
England 85 per cent of people from ethnic 
minorities who lived close to the ground said 
they felt uncomfortable, nervous or fearful on 
match days. Almost three quarters of white 
people said they felt relaxed. 

Mr Holland said: “Racist fans need to be 
told directly and clearly that racist behaviour 
will not be tolerated and this has to be backed 
up by action by clubs and the police.” 


‘ 


Members of the black community and Anti-Racist Alliance protest against David Irving’s 


Anne Frank 
in the World 


This exhibition is 


being shown until 


{ 11 August 1992 
Woolwich Town Hall 
Wellington Street 
London SE18 


for more information 
please telephone 


081-854 8888 
ext 8236 


neo-nazi seminar in London in July 


KENT ANTI-FASCISTS 
GET ORGANISED 


nti-fascists in Kent have set up 
the Kent Anti-Fascist Action 
Committee (KAFAC) te 


counter the growth of extreme right- 
wing activity in the county. 


The largest fascist group in this part of the 
south east is the British National Party, which 
has branches in West Kent, based in 
Tonbridge and Sevenoaks; in East Kent, based 
in Ashford and Canterbury; and on the Isle of 
Sheppey. 

There are also local branches of the 
National Front Flag Group and Third Position, 
together with individual organisers for the Ku 
Klux Klan, British Movement and Blood and 
Honour. 

Recent fascist activities in the area include 
the distribution of antisemitic leaflets in 
Maidstone -— which was countered by 
leafleting by anti fascists — as well as attacks 
by fascist skinheads on anti poll tax 
demonstrators in Thanet, an attack on the 
student union building at Thanet Technical 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ SOCCER STAR ATTACKED 
A black footballer was attacked by 20 thugs 
armed with broken bottles and an iron bar. 
Chelsea striker Eddie Newton, 21, had his jaw 
broken in two places. His girlfriend Jenny Smith 
was beaten and spat on by six young women. 

The attack took place in June last year, after 
a five-a-side match in Kensington, west London. 

Jeffrey Pegden, prosecuting, told Knights- 
bridge Crown Court that “the attack had racial 
overtones”. 

Joanne Hood, 17, and Sarah Sergeant, 19, of 
Kensington, deny violent disorder. Hood denies 
actual bodily harm. Two men have admitted 
taking part in the gang attack and will be 
sentenced later. 

(Today 3.7.92) 


@ RACIST POLICE ESCAPE PUNISHMENT 
Racist police officers are escaping proper 
punishment, even when there is cast iron 
evidence against them. 

In the latest incident, two policemen who beat 
and abused an Asian man in east London were 
merely fined one day’s pay. 

Malkjit Singh Natt had been harassed and 
arrested so frequently by the police that he 
carried a tape recorder in his pocket. The last 
time he was arrested two officers, PCs Gand 
and Bray, can be heard clearly on the tape 
beating and abusing Mr Natt. They threatened 
to shoot him and imprison him and told him to 
“go back to India or Pakistan or wherever you 
f—-ing come from”. 

Newham Monitoring Project is calling on the 
police to use the powers they have under the 
PACE regulations to dismiss the two officers 
for racist behaviour. It is also demanding that 
the Director of Public Prosecutions instigate 
criminal proceedings against the two officers. 

Other recent cases include violent raids on 
the homes of Mrs Dennis and Mrs Imbert. 

_ Armed police raided Mrs Dennis’s home in 


College, and hate mail sent to Labour Party 
members in Thanet. 

In Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge, Third 
Position supporters have been flyposting and 
putting up racist stickers. They are believed to 
be behind an attempt to smear a local Labour 
council candidate by distributing — their 
material in his name. 

In Medway the BNP targeted the 
Priestfields area around Gillingham football 
ground for leafleting. 

However, this met a swift response from 
Medway Anti-Racist Campaign, which carried 
out anti-fascist leafleting in the area within 48 
hours. 

The BNP is also active in Ashford where it 
has stood in elections, leafleted, flyposted and 
carried out paper sales. 

It has not yet had to face organised 
opposition and was able to hold a 100-strong 
meeting in a council-owned building. 

Kent Anti Fascist Action Committee can be 
contacted by writing to PO BOX 88, 
Rochester, Kent, ME1 1AU. 


Stratford, looking for a suspect. Her 16-year-old 
nephew and three-year-old child were at home 
alone. The police put a rifle to the nephew’s 
head, dragged him into the street and beat him. 
On realising they had made a mistake, they left 
without an apology. 

Police burst into Mrs Imbert’s home falsely 
claiming that there was a warrant for the arrest 
of her son Jason. They actually arrested Jason’s 
brother, Colin, and pushed Mrs Imbert over, 
causing her to have a heart attack. Ignoring her 
condition they drove off with Colin, who was 
charged with assaulting the police. 


@LIBERAL MP DEFENDS VIOLENT 
RACIST 

Simon Hughes, Liberal Democrat MP for 
Bermondsey, south London, has made an 
astonishing defence of a constituent who was 
later convicted of throwing an Asian man in 
front of a tube train. 

A court at the Old Bailey heard that John 
Askins, 21, and Nicholas Monkhouse, 19, yelled 
racist abuse as they attacked four Asian men on 
at Surrey Quay tube station. Two were wounded 
with a broken bottle by Monkhouse. 

Jayram Patel, 33, narrowly escaped death on 
June 30, last year, when he was thrown at an 
approaching tube train, hitting the driver’s cab. 

Simon Hughes, who told the court he knew 
Askins and his family after trying to get him 
accommodation in his constituency, said “I am 
not aware through any personal contact in the 
community that there is any history or evidence 
of racism. Askins comes from a stable family 
and has an attitede which is clearly not an 
aggressive one.” 

In jailing Askins, of Rotherhithe, for three 
years and Monkhouse, formerly of Blackheath, 
for four, Judge Neil Denison said: “This was 
appalling behaviour. If Jayram Patel had ended 
up in front of the train you would both be on a 
murder charge.” 

Both were found guilty of attempting to cause 
grievous bodily harm to Mr Patel, wounding 
him with intent, and affray. Monkhouse was 
also found guilty of wounding Athul Patel. 
(South London Press 27.5.92) 
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Searchlight 


attends 


world 


congresses 


Three members of the Searchlight 
editorial team had the privilege of 
attending the international confer- 
ences in Brussels last month of the 
World Union of Jewish Students, their 
hosts the European Union of Jewish 
Students and the World Jewish 
Congress. 

The World Jewish Congress meeting was a 
three-day event under the title: “My brother’s 
keeper, a world conference on antisemitism 
and prejudice in a changing world”. 
Searchlight had in advance of the conferences 
helped provide exhibits on antisemitism and 
racism for the WUJS exhibition: “University 
of hate, the resonance of antisemitism in a 
changing world”. 

This was the first time that the international 
Jewish student movement had been invited to 
send a full international delegation to the 
WJC conference. Students in fact made up a 
third of the more than 700 people who 
attended. They were able to participate fully 
in the conference and made many 
contributions to the event. Daniel Levy, a 
former Union of Jewish Students officer from 
Britain and a longtime friend of Searchlight, 


...our high point came on _ the 
Sunday night when we were able to 
address more than 200 students 
from around the world on the rise of 
neo-nazism in Germany and the 
developments of democracy across 
the world 


delivered a sparkling speech in his capacity 
as a senior officer of the WUJS. 

Everyone who attended received an 
information pack from Searchlight and every 
item, of the thousands we brought with us, 
was eagerly taken. As a result Searchlight has 
greatly increased its network of contacts all 
over the world. 

While key events of the conference, like 
the contributions of the Russian poet laureate 
Yevgeny Yevtushenko, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Elie Wiesel, and Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, the American black civil rights 
leader, will have a lasting effect on us, our 
high point came on the Sunday night when 
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we were able to address more than 200 
students from around the world on the rise of 
neo-nazism in Germany’ and __ the 
developments of the enemies of democracy 
across the world. Many young Jews from 
South Africa, who have an admirable record 
of opposing apartheid and neo-nazism in their 
country, spoke up loudly and clearly in 
support of the African National Congress. 
Some very vigorous discussion took place on 
the situation in Europe and a common theme 
was the activities of David Irving and his 
neo-nazi cronies, with the news of Irving’s 
deal with the Sunday Times over the Goebbels 
diaries breaking just before the conference. 

Searchlight was very pleased to see that 
many of the most prominent speakers at this 
Jewish event were equally concerned about 
generally and were looking 
strenuously for ways in which to build 
bridges to bring people together in common 
activity against the twin evils of racism and 
antisemitism. Searchlight would like to thank 
the WUJS leaders for their generosity and 
comradeship in inviting our participation and 
we look forward to many more successful 
joint enterprises in the future. 


racism 


UNIVERSITY OF HATE 


The Resonance of Antisemitism in a Changing World 


The WUJS exhibition presents a collection of antisemitic material, most of which is in circula- 
tion on our campuses today. The material presented is only a small fragment of the material avail- 
able to us. We have brought examples which highlight various aspects of antisemitism. together 
with the people who are directing this phenomena 


‘The exhibition is divided into three sections. The first section Holocaust Revisionism, deals with 
“The abuse and denial of Jewish suffering’, a re-writing of history to revive genocidal antisemitism. 


The second sec- tion The Far Right 
deals with the people and political move- 
ments that are | QUESTION: HOW LONG CANTHEJEWS | Propagating old- 
school antisemitism | PERPETRATE THE HOLOCAUST MYTH ent econ Ths 
section includes EES EO ORY O ultra-nationalists in 
neo-fascists of West- 
Great Britain. We 
nationalist right who 
and threatening to 
power through use of 
structures. Radical 
and classical antis- 
tured here. 


em Europe, 
highlight the popular 
are gaining support 
realise positions of 
democratic political 
black antisemitism 
emitism are also fea- 


The final 


and concomitantly 
become the main 
temporary promo- 
stereotypes and 
Each section ends with response material produced by Jewish students on campus, who con- 
tinue to take a consistent and unequivocal stand against this spread of anti-Jewish race-hatred. 


Denial of the Shoah is history re-written to negate evidence of the Holocaust. The fundamen- 
tal rules of history are breached and barriers of evidence and logic are overcome in order to give cre- 
dence to politically motivated ‘pseudo historians’ with a predetermined antisemitic political philoso- 
Phy. 

Revisionists are motivated by either one or a combination of the following aims: to develop 

antisemitic ; to rehabilitate the reputation's of the the Third 


new awareness and outlets of 
Reich and its leadership; to absolve the guilt feelings of the German people and create a new sense of 
national pride; and finally to attack and undermine the legitimacy of the State of Israel. 


The World Union of Jewish Students 
The European Union of Jewish Students 


Above: Information folder which 
accompanied WUJS/Searchlight exhibi- 
tion at the conference 


Right: Jewish students demonstrate 
against David Irving 


Jesse Jackson 


alls for black 
Jewish unity 


In an historic speech to the World 
Jewish Congress the Reverend Jesse 
Jackson called for blacks and Jews to 
unite in the fight against antisemitism 
and racism. 

In a stirring address, Jackson looked back 
over past struggles in the civil rights 
movement, giving many examples of Jews 
and blacks fighting side by side against 
prejudice. 

“This struggle is our struggle. If we do not 
fight it together, we shall lose terribly, at great 
cost, as we have lost so many times in the 
past. If we try to stand alone, we may survive 
for a year, or a decade, or even a generation, 
but our children shall pay the price with their 
tears,” Jackson said. 

“And yet we do not stand alone,” he 
continued. “We stand on the shoulders of the 
great men and women who have come before 
us. We have a great legacy to turn to and to 
learn from. Surely heaven is smiling today 
with Dr Martin Luther King and Rabbi 
Abraham Heschel, two men with whom I 
studied and worked, for surely they bless this 
meeting as another step in their lifelong work 
of bridge-building and making us whole.” 

Jackson’s speech is welcome at a time 
when black-Jewish relations are at an all time 
low in the United States. His comments are 
especially welcome in the light of the fact 
that his own relationship with the Jewish 
community in America has been strained due 
to antisemitic remarks he has made in the 
past, the most publicised being when he 
called New York City “Hymietown” in the 
1984 presidential campaign. 

In recent years though Jackson has been 
working to re-establish relations with Jewish 
groups. 
between the two 
communities, he “We are both 
communities of self-defenders, not merely 
victims but successful survivors. We have 
struggled so long to defend ourselves against 
violence from without that we may have 
developed extreme remedies out of necessity 
and the extreme circumstances in which we 
find ourselves. Sometimes each of us has 
recognised within ourselves elements of the 


Drawing _ parallels 
said: 


extreme, that take us out of the bounds of 
common human endeavour and the possibility 
of coalition.” 

Introducing Jackson’s speech, Rabbi 
Alexander M. Schindler, president of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
said that it was not good enough to be 
nostalgic about the black-Jewish alliance that 
existed during the past, in the heyday of the 
civil rights movement, but that action needed 
to be taken by Jews today against current 
racist policies. 

Calling for non violent action against 
racism in the tradition of Dr Martin Luther 
King, Jackson said: “That creative, non 
violent, mass action discipline must be 
restored. The tongues of our youth drip with 
anger, hatred and fear. It is expressed in their 
art, lifestyles and values. But they are mirrors 
of a deeper, uglier reality, an increasingly 
violent, racist, sexist, class-conscious 
culture.” 

One area of disappointment was_ that 


Jackson did not condemn Louis Farrakhan’s 


Nation of Islam organisation. Current editions 
of its newspaper, The Final Call, carry 
adverts for The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion and The International Jew by the 
American 
Ford. 


antisemitic industrialist Henry 


CEE 


Jesse Jackson, the USA’s 


leading 
black politician, brought new hope for 
unity between blacks and Jews 
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Mosley memorial rag honours 


Hamm ’s antisemitic record 


he first edition of Comrade, 

newsletter of the Friends of 

Oswald Mosley, since the death 
of top blackshirt Jeffrey Hamm earlier 
this year shows a significant new lean- 
ing towards open antisemitism. The 
publication previously normally went 
out of its way to play down the move- 
ment’s record of antisemitism. 

Hamm, who died on | May at the age of 
76, had been general secretary of Mosley’s 
postwar organisation, Union Movement. 
Later, as the movement became defunct and 
was replaced by the neo-nazi League of St 
George, he became secretary of the Action 
Society, which took its title from Mosley’s 
publication Action. 

Hamm joined the blackshirts in the 1930s 
and left his native Wales to become a teacher 
in Kent and later Harrow. 

When war broke out he was teaching in the 
Falkland Islands. He was detained under 


British political scene, only occasionally vis- 
iting to stand at a general election, such as 
when he contested a seat in Notting Hill in 
the late 1950s at the time of the race riots. 
Hamm was instrumental in sending out his 
followers on night-time raids mainly against 
the local black population, but also against 
the offices of the Liberal Party candidate who 
happened to be Jewish. The main plank of the 
fascists’ election campaign was to urinate 
through the letter-box. 

Towards the end of his life Hamm still 
enjoyed the support and succour of Mosley’s 
widow, Lady Diana, and the twice yearly buf- 
fets and dinners held in Mosley’s honour 
would always see him in charge of events at 
the top table. 

The politics of the movement were taken 
over by key neo-nazis like Keith Thompson, 
Mike Griffin and Lucy Roberts, when they 
formed the League of St George in the mid- 
1970s. Hamm at first condemned them but 
later found he had to play ball with them. 


Regulation 18b These people, 
in June 1940 and despite their 
sent to a prison money and fre- 
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At the end of 
the war he 
served for a scious Comrade 
while in the 
Royal Armoured Corps, but according to the 
fascists themselves was kept under constant 
surveillance by military intelligence. He was 
discharged a year before the war ended. 

Before the war was over he was already 
organising a revitalised fascist movement that 
was to welcome Mosley back to postwar 
Britain. Its title, the British League of Ex-ser- 
vicemen and Women, was obviously grossly 
insulting to all who had served in the armed 
forces against Hitler. 

His postwar rallies in Ridley Road and 
other parts of London, as well as Manchester, 
became scenes of serious disorder as a result 
of his and fellow speakers’ blatantly anti- 
semitic speeches, which were recorded for 
posterity by observers from Jewish commu- 
nal organisations. 

But what the fascists had not reckoned with 
was the 43 Group, a mainly ex-service and 
Jewish organisation, which organised a broad 
resistance to the street activities of these lat- 
terday blackshirts and the violence that fol- 
lowed against local Jewish populations. 

By the early 1950s Mosley had left the 
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Advertisement in the clearly non health con- 


British Union of 
Fascists and 
National 
Socialists and 
running obituaries of key members, to the 
most open forms of antisemitism. 

It is a shame they do not have the courage 
of their convictions. The obituary for Hamm, 
which attacks the 43 Group for “recruiting 
Jews to join the terrorists dedicated to kill 
more British servicemen in Palestine” and 
contains other antisemitic references to the 
opposition to Hamm in the late 1940s, is 
signed John Christian, a cover name of John 
Warburton who edits Comrade and runs the 
Friends of Oswald Mosley. 

Another article, entitled The godfathers of 
international terror, refers to the second 
world war as “the war in which thousands of 
British fighting men had already shed their 
blood in liquidating Jewry’s mortal enemy, 
Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Germany.” 

It goes on to describe Churchill as a 
“Zionist ally and friend of the Jews”. The 
article, which is unsigned, is an attack on the 
state of Israel and the Jews of the United 
States, worthy of any of the publications of 
the British National Party or other neo-nazi 
groups. 


ANSWERS 
DEMANDED 
OVER JENKS 
MURDER 


The campaign to establish the truth 
about the murder by neo-nazi merce- 
naries in Yugoslavia of two journalists, 
Paul Jenks, a Londoner, and Christian 
Wiirtenberg, a Swiss, has been given 
new impetus, following Searchlight’s 
feature last month. 


One of Jenks’s closest friends, fellow pho- 
tographer Craig Easton, has given the South 
London Press some details of Jenks’s last 
days and the International Federation of 
Journalists has demanded straight answers 
from the Croatian authorities. The Foreign 
Office has said it would investigate the inci- 
dent at the request of Jenks’s parents but its 
spokesperson went on to say: “We can ask the 
Yugoslav authorities to investigate, but as the 
local authority are in a state of flux we would 
have to wait until things settle down. I am 
sure it would be too late.” 

It is probably this negative attitude that has 

led Paul Jenks’s mother to say to the press: “I 
don’t think my son’s killer will ever be 
found.” 
M One of the British mercenaries in 
Yugoslavia featured on BBC 2’s Newsnight 
early this year has had to retire injured from 
the conflict and return to his native Yorkshire. 
Steven Gaunt from Harrogate, seen on televi- 
sion instructing younger volunteers, was well 
known to Searchlight as an active fascist. He 
has been a member of the National Front and 
British Movement and served a prison sen- 
tence for a racial attack. He certainly must 
have found himself in good company with the 
fascist butchers in Croatia. Unfortunately for 
Mr Gaunt, but probably fortunately for the 
population of Yugoslavia, he managed to step 
on a mine and blow his foot off. 


Mercenary freed 


A former fascist mercenary in Croatia 
has been set free by a Berlin court after 
the prosecution failed to provide suffi- 
cient proof of his involvement in a 
weapons-for-cash deal. 

Two others were convicted and jailed 
for buying weapons from from a 


Russian army officer last year and then 
trying to sell them to a Swiss “arms 
SS 
wer ee a 


Summer 
madness 


hat time of year has come 

around again when Searchlight 

asks: where do nazis go in the 
summer time? This year the foreign 
travel season looks like it will continue 
right through the summer, with events 
planned in Germany, Belgium and 
Spain, as well as the possibility of a 
quick trip to the Ukraine. 

The BNP travelling circus, better known as 
the Odal Ring, will put in an appearance at 
the Hess memorial march and gathering this 
month, which has already been banned in 
Wunsiedel. The nazis will almost certainly 
follow the same strategy as last year by mov- 
ing the event to Bayreuth and pretending it is 
a protest against the ban rather than a Hess 
memorial gathering. 

On last year’s procession the BNP figured 
among thousands of marchers in an interna- 
tional section with people from several coun- 
tries taking part. The BNP minibus and its 
conductor, John “Wanna buy a_luger” 
Peacock, will be heading off with a full load. 

The following weekend will see the long- 
running neo-nazi jamboree that attaches itself 
to the mainstream Flemish nationalist gather- 
ing at Diksmuide, Belgium, with its usual 
drunken revelry, brawling among the partici- 
pants and a few old nazis creeping in, with 
their minders and British neo-nazi syco- 
phants, to lay wreaths at the SS graves. 

If Ewald Althans can find time to breathe 
between his transatlantic political shuttle- 
cocking, there are suggestions that he and the 
German-Canadian revisionist and convicted 
criminal Ernst Ziindel may go to the Ukraine 
towards the end of August. 

In September, despite rumours of a possible 
David Irving revisionist gang-bang in Britain, 


plans appear well advanced for a large-scale 
international get-together, probably — in 
Bavaria, with senior German nazis playing 
host to the serious end of the neo-nazi exile 
community. 

But the event that is going to get all the 
neo-nazis from around Europe, including a 
large contingent from Britain, reaching for 
their fancy lederhosen is a gathering in Spain 
to honour SS general Leon Degrelle, one of 
the most wanted war criminals still at liberty. 

Now in his eighties, Degrelle has an 
increasingly high profile in the international 
neo-nazi movement. Younger members are 
being told to attend this event to sit at the 
jackboot-clad feet of “little Leo”, because his 
great age means he may depart for Valhalla at 
any time and they should therefore not miss 
any opportunity for a meeting with him. 

The elite event of the summer, at which it 
seems most British nazis will not be wel- 
come, is the annual CEDADE international 
summer school, to be held at the Olvan camp 
in Bergueda in a pine forest in the mountains, 
100 kilometres from Barcelona. This camp, 
which places an extremely heavy emphasis 
on political indoctrination, discipline and 
physical fitness, excludes those who smoke 
and drink, and those who are unpunctual, idle 


BNP Midlands jaunt steps on NF’s toes 


As Saturday 18 July came to an end, 
the lacklustre leaders of the National 
Front had steam coming out of their 
ears, after witnessing a full-scale inva- 
sion of their last politically viable area 
in the country, the Midlands, by a 
national force of around 200 British 
National Party members. 


Confusion among some local anti-fascists 
earlier as to who was coming, the NF or the 
BNP, and rumours and counter rumours as to 
the actual location of the activity, only assist- 
ed the BNP in getting in and out of the area 
quickly, with the close cooperation of the 
Walsall police force. 

Speculation that the BNP was to hold either 
a local event, a national event, a mass paper 
sale or a mass leafleting was rife. Searchlight 
was only prepared to say that it was a national 
operation, and our estimate of a figure of 
around 200 participants turned out to be right. 

The BNP had wanted to demonstrate in 


Walsall city centre, but all the police would 
allow was a short circular route around an 
industrial estate two miles away. When 
Richard Edmonds, who appeared to be in 
charge of the day’s activity, thanked his fol- 
lowers for turning up for such a successful 
event, there were many puzzled faces and the 
odd guffaw could be heard from the ranks. 

Most wondered why they had been dragged 
half way up the country to walk around an 
unpopulated industrial estate and end up in a 
field again for a rant from their leaders. 
Reports say that when the London coach 
arrived, its occupants did not even have time 
to catch their breath or spend a penny before 
being marched off by the police at a fair rate 
of knots on their pointless hike. 

Edmonds had brought the troops to town 
because a white youth had been stabbed to 
death in what the BNP described as a racial 
attack by an Asian gang, but the locals and 
the police know full well was an ordinary 
criminal incident rather than a racial one. 


John Peacock (left): “All aboard the Panzer, we’re off to the fatherland” 


and untidy, and certainly prohibits “skin- 
heads, Hollywood nazis and fascists”. 

These stiff qualifications will eliminate 
almost all nazis from Britain, although many 
people are expected to attend from Germany 
and France. Clearly this is the national social- 
ist recreational and educational event of the 
year. 


Persevering 
no more 


The long-standing nazi Hungarian 
exile bulletin Perseverance has folded 
after more than 30 years during which 
it functioned as an international digest 
of fascist press material. 


Published from a PO Box in Merroin, 
Australia, and edited by one Laslo Nagy, 
Perseverance lined itself up with Ernst 
Ziindel, the notorious German-Canadian 
Auschwitz liar and convicted criminal. 

According to the publisher of this scrappi- 
ly-produced duplicated rag, its translator has 
developed such severe eyesight problems that 
his vision is permanently impaired, preventing 
him from translating and proof-reading, forc- 
ing the bulletin’s closure. 

Its last gasp in March was more of a scream 
with frantic appeals for international support 
for Croatia’s war against Yugoslavia. Among 
those lending their names to the appeal were 
Ziindel and the US-based nazi NSDAP-AO, 
led by Gary Lauck. Ziindel urges that anyone 
wishing to help Croatia should contact the 
Croatian Bureau at an address in Stuttgart, 
Germany. 

Some Germans have already been giving 
their fascist friends in Croatia more than a 
helping hand. One of the police bodyguards of 
Bavarian Interior Minister Edmund Stoiber is 
being investigated in connection with the 
shipment of 1,600 rounds of stolen 9mm 
ammunition to Croatia. 

Ironically the story about his bodyguard 
broke on the very same day that the conserva- 
tive Stoiber issued a statement warning about 
the “growing danger to internal security” 
posed by neo-nazis. He compared recent 
events with the escalation of nazi violence 
during the Weimar Republic in the 1920s and 
early 1930s. 
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Sweden’s racist killer captured? 


wedish police believe they have 

captured the so-called Laser 

Man, the’ racist murderer 
behind last year’s unprecedented ter- 
ror campaign against immigrants. 


The suspect, 38-year-old John Wolfgang 
Alexander Ausonius, who was arrested short- 
ly after he had carried out an armed bank 
raid, denies that he is the racist gunman. But 
police say that all the circumstantial evidence 
points to him and have charged him with six 
shooting attacks which occurred early in the 
new year. 

The Laser Man first gained prominence 


after a wave of random attacks against immi- 


grants between August and 
October last year, in which one 
man was killed and four others 
seriously injured. 

The violence continued into 
January with a new rampage in © 
which six people were badly | 
wounded. Although the gunman 
did not kill anyone this time, sev- 
eral of his victims received near- 
fatal head wounds from his fine 
calibre rifle, which had a laser 
sight, leaving them permanently 
injured. 

Police sources have made 
known the details leading up to 
Ausonius’s arrest. According to 
several eyewitness accounts of 
the January shootings, the gun- 
man was twice seen making his 
escape in a white Nissan Micra 
(not a common vehicle in 
Sweden). Police efforts to track 
down and account for every 
white Micra in Sweden soon led them to 
Ausonius, who had evidently rented such a 
car during the week of the January shootings. 


Prime suspect 

As the police computers spilled out 
Ausonius’s previous criminal record and it 
became known that he had left Sweden 
immediately after the date of the final shoot- 
ing, his name advanced up the list to prime 
suspect. 

Ausonius, who also has used the names 
John Stannermann and John Wolfgang Zaugg, 
is the son of a German mother and a Swiss 
father. He has lived in Sweden since child- 
hood. 

He has an impressive track record of vio- 
lence and crime, including nine cases of 
assault, several cases of fraud and numerous 
cases of illegal taxi driving and driving with- 
out a licence. 

In 1983 he attacked and beat up a lorry 
driver whose vehicle accidentally blocked a 
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road. A few days later he assaulted a man 
who refused a ride in his illegal taxi. In 1984 
he was arrested for spitting at and physically 
attacking a female traffic warden and in the 
same year he was arrested for a violent 
assault on an immigrant in Stockholm. 

At a trial in 1984 the court concluded that 
Ausonius was a man eager to use violence for 
no apparent reason and sentenced him to 14 
months’ jail. He was released after seven 
months for good behaviour. 

He did not renounce his criminal activity 
and by 1988 was appearing again on police 
charge sheets. On one occasion he attacked 
two of his passengers while driving an illegal 
taxi. In 1990 he again fell foul of the law and 
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dive for cover. He disappeared on a bicycle. 
Within an hour police had tracked him down 
and arrested him. 

Apart from being chief suspect in the racist 
shootings, Ausonius’s mode of operation in 
the bank raid now made him chief suspect for 
a further 15 offences, all bank robberies. 

Ausonius has so far admitted only one 
offence — the one for which he was caught 
almost red-handed — and denies all other 
charges. 


Killer’s gun found 

Although their evidence is circumstantial, the 
Stockholm police believe that they have a 
good case against Ausonius. An ace for their 
day in court will be that they 
have possession of a gun used in 
- several of the racist shootings 
and have linked it firmly to 
_ Ausonius. 

The gun came into their hands 
by a chance which must have 
been millions to one. Following 
the last shooting in January, the 
_ gunman ditched his weapon by 
flinging it into the icy waters 
beneath a 700-metre-long bridge 
in Stockholm. 

His apparent belief was that it 
. would never be found. But he 
did not reckon on_ pensioner 
Bertil Engzell. Mr Engzell was 
measuring the depth of the water 
under the bridge in early May 
and made a surprising catch by 
hooking the shoulder holster, 
complete with a .38 Smith and 
Wesson. 


violently resisted arrest while driving his taxi. 
He was also arrested for passing forged 
cheques. 


Bank robberies 

With Ausonius abroad through the spring, the 
racist gunman was also curiously absent from 
the scene and the police investigation came to 
a standstill. 

In May, however, Ausonius resurfaced and, 
prompted by the information that linked their 
quarry with the white Nissan Micra, the 
police mounted a careful round-the-clock 
surveillance operation, rather than pulling 
him in for questioning. 

This was such a success — Ausonius had no 
idea he was being shadowed — that police 
observers were astonished to see Ausonius 
pull a hood over his head and hold up a bank 
in front of their very eyes. 

When the police revealed themselves and 
tried to arrest him outside the bank, he drew a 
gun and opened fire, forcing the officers to 


The weapon, police experts 
found, had been used in the shootings and 
originated from South Africa. Marks were 
found on the gun which suggested it had been 
adapted to take a home-made silencer. When 
Ausonius was arrested, police technicians dis- 
covered compatible dust and metal filings in 
his apartment, as well as ammunition, of the 
same kind used in the attacks, that had been 
made in South Africa. 

Questioned by police, Ausonius admitted 
buying the gun in South Africa but claimed to 
have sold it “to an unknown person in 
Stockholm”. 


Terrorist friends 
The obvious motive behind the shooting of 11 
immigrants in Stockholm is racism. But 
Ausonius has been described as a loner with 
very few friends and to date no firm links 
have been cast between him and racists or the 
VAM neo-nazis in Sweden. 

However, a former close friend, who met 
him after an interval of several years, says 


that Ausonius was an extreme right-winger 
on the conservative fringe with “fascist and 
elitist” leanings. And a police source says that 
unspecified “racist literature’ was found in 
his apartment. 

That, at least, is the Swedish picture. 
Abroad matters are a little different. Police 
have leaked the fact that Ausonius may have 
been in contact with nazi groups outside 
Sweden and that part of the loot from the 15 
bank robberies may have been used to finance 
an unspecified nazi group in Germany. No 
details of this accusation have been made 
public but it is certain that Ausonius travelled 
widely in both Germany and South Africa. 

There is one firm and ominous known fact, 
namely that Ausonius had connections with 
the Ustashi killer Miro Baresic, who is con- 
nected with the World Anti-Communist 
League and in 1971 murdered Yugoslavia’s 
ambassador to Sweden. 

Sentenced to life imprisonment, Baresic 
quickly attained hero status in Ustashi circles. 
He only served two years before being sprung 
from prison in 1973 during a much-publicised 
aeroplane hijacking in Gothenburg. Fleeing 
first to Franco’s Spain and then to Paraguay, 
Baresic was welcomed by Paraguayan fascist 


. dictator Alfredo Stroessner, who was then a 


big wheel within the World Anti-Communist 
League. 

In the early 1980s Baresic was recaptured 
in Washington DC, where he was working as 
an official security consultant for his 
Paraguayan friends. Extradited back to 
Sweden, he stayed in prison until his release 
in 1989. 

When fighting erupted in Yugoslavia last 
year, Baresic was given a hero’s welcome in 
Zagreb, where he soon became chief of a spe- 
cial unit in the Croatian militia. He was killed 
in action soon afterwards but his death was 
kept secret until recently in order not to 
“demoralise other Croat nationals”. 

In prison in 1985, Baresic shared a cell 
with Ausonius with whom he had a common 
interest in martial arts and karate. Their 
friendship continued after Ausonius was freed 
in 1986. 

Interestingly, Ausonius had a false German 
passport — reportedly common among Ustashi 
militants — in the name of Manfred Tilo 
Ulbricht or Ulbrecht, as well as the key to a 
bank deposit box in Liége in Belgium. Police 
are seeking a search warrant to investigate 
whatever secrets it may hold. 

Whether Ausonius will be convicted for the 
murderous laser gun attacks remains to be 
seen. Lacking a confession or conclusive 
forensic evidence, a court may be unable to 
convict Ausonius for anything except bank 
robbery. 

Aspects of the 11 shootings suggest that 
two gunmen may have been involved. The 
shootings occurred in two sequences, autumn 
1991 and January 1992, and did not all have 
the same characteristics. 

The one witness who did manage to get a 
good look at the Laser Man did not pick out 
Ausonius at a police identity parade. 
Nevertheless, the arrest of Ausonius has 
begun to produce some remarkable informa- 
tion. Further evidence may yet determine his 
exact role and its far-right connection. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


NORWAY 


Cranks, liars and 
loonies 


Alfred Olsen, a Norwegian racist and anti- 
semite, has joined his fellow fanatic Arne 
Myrdal in getting egg on his face after plans 
to hold a “revisionist rally” in Oslo turned 
into a monumental flop. 

Olsen boasted that the rally, scheduled for 
27 June, would feature four big names from 
the shady world of antisemitism: David 
Irving, Ahmed Rami, Louis Farrakhan and 
bogus engineer Fred Leuchter. 

At first Olsen blabbed to anyone who 
would listen that he had made proper applica- 
tions and had received police permission to 
hold the event, ensuring protection for his big 
name line-up. 

But all he succeeded in doing was to make 
a fool of himself. First, when reporters took a 
closer look at Olsen’s unlikely list of guest 
speakers, it turned out that they had not been 
informed of the meeting. 

In any case, the neo-nazi historian David 
Irving was in Moscow negotiating for the 
Goebbels diaries for The Sunday Times and 
was not going to miss the cash lure to appear 
in Oslo with a 24-carat moron like Olsen. 

Quickly, guests or no guests, opposition to 
the planned event mushroomed and the police 
decided they did not wish to waste their time 
or taxpayers’ money to protect Olsen. So they 
banned him from using the city centre 
Youngstorget. 

Now, following in the tradition of Myrdal, 
the man he seeks to emulate, Olsen has 
announced that he will sue the Oslo police. 
What for ... breach of promise? 

For Myrdal things go from bad to worse. 
His latest disaster was his appearance in 
Stavanger on 13 June, where more than 4,000 
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Norway 1992. This hate cartoon origi- 
nated on the printing presses of 
Anthony Hancock in Britain in the 
1970s. The language has changed but 
the image of hate is the same 


local people turned out to demonstrate their 
solid opposition to him and the handful of 
headcases who accompanied him. “Clear off, 
you nazi swine” (and a few less polite phras- 
es), the anti-fascists shouted, before pelting 
him with a salvo of rotten eggs and tomatoes. 

Having met his Waterloo yet again, Myrdal 
fumed to the press that he had contacts 
abroad — with the nazi terrorist VAM in 
Sweden — as if this was some kind of revenge 
warning. It turns out that his VAM contact is 
another grade A loony, Magnus Malmgren, 
who is also hooked up to the Church of the 
Creator in Karlstad. 

Meanwhile, another Norwegian fascist who 
never gives up has hurled himself into a new 
venture. Jan Holthe, who dabbles in “white 
Aryan resistance” and bonehead affairs has 
begun publication of a fanzine called The 
Viking. 

This originally titled organ featured a gun- 
toting specimen of the master race in full Ku 
Klux Klan regalia on the front page of its first 
issue. The caption was: “The holy war is on”. 

Searchlight wishes him the same resound- 
ing success in his efforts as achieved by the 
mad bomber Myrdal and would-be impresario 
Olsen. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 


HUNGARY 


Armed neo-nazi 
group indicted 


The Hungarian urban prosecutor’s office last 
month charged Istvan Gyérkés and four of his 
neo-nazi gang members with the crimes of 
incitement and possession of weapons and 
ammunition. Gydrkés is the leader of the 
Hungarian National Socialist Action Group 
and is the Hungarian link man for Gary 
Lauck, leader of the US-based NSDAP-AO. 

Gyorkés was picked up in the wake of the 
arrest in Austria of Gottfried Kiissel, who 
runs a similar outfit associated with Lauck, 
and an attack on a coachload of Jewish 
refugees in which shots were fired. 

The neo-nazi international considered the 
Hungarian operation a key part of its organi- 
sation. Lauck finances and prints its paper, Uj 
Rend (New Order), which is edited in 
Hungarian by Istvan Gy6rk6s. 

The Hungarian neo-nazi movement was 
recently given a $10,000 computer by its US 
friends to help step up its operations. 

Despite the seriousness of the charges the 
neo-nazi gang have not been held in custody 
since their arrest at the beginning of the year 
and it is thought that it will be early autumn 
before they face the court. 


Skins binned 


Three skinheads have been jailed for attack- 
ing a black man in Arenys de Mar. They are 
Javier Serena, 18, from Barcelona, Esteban 
Porcet, 19, from Barcelona and Jordi Roig, 
18, from Badalona. 

The victim, Jawara Mahmadou, is still in 
hospital recovering from a serious knife 
wound to the gall bladder. 
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Germany’s dark and disturbing record 


Nazi and racist terror is showing no signs of 
decreasing. Since 9 March, eight people have 
been killed in fascist violence and, according 
to information issued by the Federal Criminal 
Office (BKA), Germany’s main police 
authority, more than 700 attacks on foreigners 
have been reported in the first four months of 
1992, over twice as many as in the same peri- 
od last year. 

BKA statistics released on 3 June indicated 
that in April there were at least 173 nazi 
attacks, including 23 fire-bombings. This fol- 
lows 212 attacks in January, 176 in February 
and 141 in March. Only a quarter of this vio- 
lence occurred in the five new east German 
states. 

The violence goes increasingly unreported, 
but between 2 May and late June the follow- 
ing incidents were monitored by Searchlight, 
with the help of German anti-fascists. 

2 May, Itzehoe. Police stoned by 40-strong 
nazi mob while preventing it from storming a 
pub used by left-wingers. Three police 
injured, 32 nazis arrested. Halle. Armed fas- 
cists invade and wreck the Vélkchen youth 
club and smash one youngster’s shoulder- 
blade with a baseball bat. Eisleben. Fascists 
raid a squatted house, damaging property and 
raping a young woman. 

2/3 May, Jiiterbog. two failed attempts by 
racists to set refugee hostel ablaze. Police 
attribute the arson to “extreme-rightists”. 
Magdeburg. Neo-nazis smash windscreen of 
car at the Knast youth centre before trying to 
force their way into the building and attack 
visitors. On the same day neo-nazis raid a 
squatted house in the city’s Immerman 
Strasse. 

5 May, Patz. Arson attack on home for 
refugees. Halle. neo-nazis leaflet en masse in 
city centre and hunt anti-fascists. 

6 May, Halle. Anti-fascist cafe firebombed 
by neo-nazis from Weissenfels. 

7 May, Munich. Hostel burned down by 
racists. Eleven people burned or overcome by 
poisonous fumes. 

8 May, Halle. Neo-nazis attack a house 
with petrol bombs. Two fascists arrested. 

9 May, Magdeburg. Sixty nazis raid birth- 
day party in restaurant, completely destroying 
the interior and leaving five people with frac- 
tured skulls. One victim later dies (see 
Searchlight, July 1992). Itzehoe. Clashes 
between anti-fascists and nazi skins after 
nazis try to attack anti-fascist pub. Twenty- 
one anti-fascists and seven nazis arrested. 
Damage to refugee centres in Hainichen, 
Stollberg and Aue after nazi attacks. Berlin. 
planned nazi rally with David Irving banned; 
10,000 anti-fascists demonstrate. Wendisch 
Rietz/Beeskow. Nazis attack disco and try to 
kill Nigerian refugee. A 24-year-old bone- 
head is later charged with attempted murder. 
Lehde. Twenty nazi skins attack musical 
group from Czechoslovakia performing in a 
local pub. Forst. Serious street clash between 
neo-nazis and anti-fascists. Halle. Fascists 
ambush and stab three people leaving a féte. 
One victim fights for his life in a nearby hos- 
pital. 

10 May, Eisleben. Nazis firebomb squatted 
house. 

16 May, Berlin, Prenzlauer Berg. Social 
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Democratic politician Frank Poschepny 
attacked and beaten by neo-nazi gang. 
GOttingen. Local citizens protest at establish- 
ment of a refugee centre in their neighbour- 
hood. 

17 May, Berlin. Local football match turns 
into a brawl after the racist word “Kanake” is 
used. Nazi skins stab and seriously wound 
two Romanians on train. 

19 May, Bockholt-Hanredder. Fascists 
burn down refugee hostel, 30 residents taken 
to hospital. Plau am See. Teenagers on out- 
ing from Berlin forced to return home after 
violent attacks by local nazi youths. 

21 May, Berlin Hellersdorf. African 
refugee taken to hospital after being attacked 
by boneheads. 

23 May, Berlin. 18-year-old Turkish youth 
in coma after being found with severe head 
wounds in underground train. His family say 
he was victim of racist attack. Weissenfels. 
Eight fascists burst into the home of a 
Vietnamese couple, beating them and 
destroying furniture. Arnstadt. Nazis smash 
windows at youth centre. Gustrow. 100- 
strong nazi raiding party attacks refugee cen- 
tre, smashing windows and demolishing a car. 
Thale. Several Romanian asylum-seekers 
savagely beaten by nazi skins from a so- 
called “protection squad” paid for by local 
businessmen. Baunatal. Turkish food shop 
destroyed by nazi firebombers. £30,000 dam- 
age. Frankfurt-am-Main. Six skinheads, one 
armed with a pistol, attack and rob a man. 
Halle, Neustadt. Twenty fascists wreck cars 
parked outside refugee hostel. 

24 May, Lebenwerda. Nazi gang attacks 
refugee home but is driven off by residents. 
Potsdam. Sudanese refugee hospitalised with 
severe head injuries after being beaten up by 
nazi skins. 

25 May, Pirna. Mob of nazis gathers out- 
side Social Democratic Party meeting, chant- 
ing nazi slogans and insulting SPD leader 
Bjorn Engholm as a “red swine”. 

27 May. Police raid nazi houses in 
Bielefeld, Herford, Minden and 
Hiddenhausen in connection with activities 
by German branch of the Ku Klux Klan. 
Berlin, Griinewald. Monument to 1920s 
German Jewish politician Walther Rathenau 
desecrated with pig’s head. Mannheim. 300- 
strong mob threatens refugees at asylum- 
seekers’ hostel. 

29 May, Hannover. Shots fired into 
refugee hostel. Attacker is arrested. 
Rathenow. Three asylum-seekers beaten and 
robbed by a gang of nazis. 

30 May, Schwerin. Thirty gravestones 
destroyed and others daubed with Hitlerite 
slogans at Soviet war cemetery. The next day 
more than 400 fascists of the Republikaner 
Partei (REP) held a meeting in the city. 
Ingolstadt. Police attack anti-fascist 
schoolchildren protesting at REP rally. Halle. 
Person severely injured by baseball bat wield- 
ing nazis. 

31 May, Dessau. Policeman stabbed by 
skinheads. Bayreuth. Four people injured in 
nazi arson attack on refugee centre. Damage 
is more than £270,000. Terpt. Boneheads 
attack Turkish driver at motorway services. 
Schéngau. Police called to birthday party 


held by sons of local Christian Democrat 
politician after complaints about shouts of 
“sieg heil”. They find weapons, ammunition 


and other equipment stolen from _ the 
Bundeswehr. 
1 June, Wegeleben. Fascists attack 


schoolchildren. Karlsbad — Langen-stein- 
bach. Two Tunisian asylum-seekers wounded 
in attack by nazi skins. 

2 June, Suhl. Street clash between 50 nazis 
and anti-fascists after nazis deliberately run 
over anti-fascist. Munich. Refugee knocked 
to the ground by racists and dies on 13 June 
from his injuries. 

4 June, Elsterwerda. Failed firebomb 
attack on refugee hostel. Rudolstadt, 
Beitenheerda. Local council resigns en bloc 
in racist protest at plans by Thuringia state 
government to house 500 asylum-seekers in 
former army barracks. 

5 June, Beiersdorf, near Dresden. Three 
Turkish asylum-seekers badly beaten by six 
nazis. Pfiffelbach. Nazis invade a dance 
evening and provoke a brawl. Four people 
injured, one severely. Seebergen. Twenty- 
five boneheads in clash with local residents. 

6 June, Liebertwolkwitz, near Leipzig. 
Firebomb raid on asylum-seekers’ hostel. Alt 
Schwerin. Fifteen nazi boneheads arrested 
after brawl in discotheque in which 13 people 
are wounded. Eberswalde. Sixty boneheads 
storm discotheque before rioting in town cen- 
tre. Elgersburg. Four masked raiders fire five 
shots into refugee hostel and break its win- 
dows. Mannheim. Police break up anti-fas- 
cist demonstration in solidarity with refugees 
who have been besieged for ten days by nazi- 
led racist mob. 

7 June, Nudow. Nazi skins armed with 
baseball bats and chains attack campsite and 
hospitalise two young people. Staffelde. Nazi 
gang clashes with local youths. Eilenburg. 
Siege of refugee centre by 60 nazis stopped 
by police. Seven nazis arrested. 

11 June, Freiberg, near Dresden. 3.30 am 
raid by battledress-clad police, armed with 
clubs and dogs, on three refugee centres 
allegedly in search of stolen goods. Refugees 
from Syria and Kurdistan severely beaten. No 
goods found. 

12 June, Bonn, Tannenbusch. Heavy 
clashes between neo-nazis from the 
Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (FAP) 
and anti-fascists after the nazis had chased a 
young foreigner through the streets. When 
anti-fascists protected him, the nazis attacked 
the anti-fascists. Isen. Refugee centre razed 
to the ground in arson attack. Damage esti- 
mated at £340,000. Altdorf, near 
Nuremberg, lodgings for refugees totally 
destroyed in fire. Rostock. Clashes between 
police and anti-fascists blockading the 
entrance to a nazi DVU meeting. 

15 June, Berlin. Refugee house in city’s 
Tiergarten district petrol bombed. 
Weissenfels. Two Vietnamese bombarded 
with chairs. Four racists detained by police. 

16 June, Cottbus. After being victims of 
several nazi assaults, 15 foreign students 
leave the city. Rudersdorf. Masked gang 
robs Vietnamese family and steals their car. 

17 June, Berlin, Wedding. Racists bomb 
asylum-seekers’ hostel using explosives. 


Fortunately nobody is hurt and damage is 
only slight. Luckenwalde. Petrol-bomb 
attack on refugee centre. Hohenkirchen. 250 
local residents march against plans to site 
“containerville” for refugees in the town. 

19 June, Gothenburg, Sweden. German 
soccer louts go on the rampage against Dutch 
fans. (British thugs had earlier rioted in 
Malm6é.) 

20 June, Berlin, Friedrichshain. Nazi 
boneheads provoke street brawl by attacking 
punks. Berlin, Hellersdorf. Five bathers at 
woodside lake attacked by nazi skins armed 
with baseball bats. All five hospitalised. 
Weimar. Nazis gather to defy ban on 
Deutsche Nationale Partei demonstration, 
provoking fights with police. 


Courts fail to deal 
with nazi crime 


A steady stream of nazis and violent racists 
have come before the German courts since 
the end of March in connection with a range 
of charges arising from the intensified vio- 
lence seen since last autumn. 

In Hamburg on 17 June, two racially-moti- 
vated arsonists, Holger Brutt, aged 23, and 
Thorsten Hagelstein, aged 26, were jailed for 
two years each for setting fire to a home for 
250 asylum-seekers in the city last 
September. 

The original charges of attempted murder 
were dropped after judges accepted that the 
arson had been committed as a result of “a 
drunken mood” rather than for xenophobic 
reasons. 

In the most notorious case so far, concern- 
ing an attack by three nazis on a refugee 
home in Hunxe, Nordrhein Westfalen, in 
October, in which two young Lebanese girls 
suffered horrific 30 per cent burns, the three 
petrol bombers were convicted and jailed for 
terms of between three and five years by a 
court in Duisburg on 25 May. 

The sentences, though something of an 
exception, were still light in comparison to 
those recommended by the prosecution, 
which had called for sentences of up to nine 
years’ imprisonment. 

All three openly admitted their contact with 
the neo-nazi FAP  and_ the fascist 
Republikaner and were in possession of nazi 
propaganda material. They are now appealing 
against their sentences. 

One of the convicted nazis boasted to the 
court that his parents had records with 
speeches by Hitler and Goebbels and that he 
had on at least two occasions celebrated 
Hitler’s birthday around a camp fire with his 
parents. A Star of David was burned at one of 
the parties. 

That the punishment does not fit the crime 
is nothing new in such cases. 

In an earlier trial, in Bremen, which attract- 
ed national publicity, three neo-nazi sympa- 
thisers of the Nationalistische Front got off 
with 21l-month suspended sentences on 9 
May, after attempted murder charges against 
them were dropped, for petrol bombing a 
refugee hostel in the city last October. 

The judges avoided the political back- 
ground of the case despite the fact that police 
found offensive weapons and copies of the 
British nazi skin magazine Blood & Honour 


Foreign nazis visiting Germany always make a beeline for the home of Manfred 
Roeder, the neo-nazi leader convicted of helping burn down a refugee hostel, 
killing several of the inhabitants. Here he is seen (left) with wife Traudel and 


Pedro Varela, editor of Cedade. 


when they searched the homes of the three, 
who claimed they had set the hostel ablaze as 
“a warning”. Throughout their trial the nazis 
were supported by the fascist prisoners’ aid 
organisation, the HNG. 

Sentencing policy against neo-nazi crimi- 
nals in eastern Germany seems to be no bet- 
ter. 

For example, in Dresden on 25 May, ten 
skinheads, some belonging to the violent nazi 
National Liste, were incredibly given sus- 
pended sentences of between two weeks and 
21 months for an array of offences which 
included theft and the savage beating of a 
pregnant 31-year-old Vietnamese woman last 
Sepiember. 

Among other offences, the nazis, whose 
ages ranged from 15 to 29 including a 16- 
year-old girl, had beaten up a Mozambican in 
the street before shooting him at point-blank 
range with a flare pistol. The man was seri- 
ously injured. 

During the trial the defence lawyers 
claimed their clients were “unpolitical” or 
“only on the fringe of the rightist movement”, 
although at least one of the nazi gang admit- 
ted wearing an Adolf Hitler T-shirt when the 
offences were committed. 

In another case, heard on 27 March, involv- 
ing a horrific incident in Wittenberge last year 
when an organised gang of racists pitched 
two Namibian refugees over a fourth-floor 
balcony, three of the attackers were jailed for 
derisory terms of 15 months and a fourth for 
18 months. 

The judge, who actually described the 
gang’s action as “‘lynch-justice” after hearing 
how the mob drove to the Namibians’ home 
in a convoy of 15 cars, with CB radios and 
armed with gas pistols and other weapons, 
and then hunted their victims. 

This time the attackers were not teenagers. 
The ring-leader was a 48-year-old man and 
the others were between 28 and 35 years old. 
Both their victims have suffered permanent 
injuries. 

On the day that sentence was passed in the 
Wittenberge case, a Bavarian court in 
Kempten adopted a tougher policy, sending 


three neo-nazi youths to prison for between 
three and half years and five years for torch- 
ing a refugee hostel and maliciously wound- 
ing four asylum-seekers last October. 

In the east German city of Dresden, on 4 
April, nine nazis also got prison sentences for 
their part in a violent attack on a leftist cafe in 
which guests were beaten and fittings 
destroyed. The nine, aged between 18 and 21 
and linked to the nazi Deutsche Alternative, 
were given 18 months’ jail. 

Many cases take a long time to reach the 
courts. For example in Berlin, eight men were 
fined between £200 and £1,400 on 15 April 
for shouting “sieg heil”, giving Hitler salutes 
and resisting arrest. 

The charges concerned incidents in the 
Pankow district in the eastern part of Berlin 
in May 1991. The men were fined rather 
jailed because they had been drunk at the 
time of the offence. 

If any pattern does emerge from the recent 
flurry of court cases, it is a pattern of leniency 
in which, for the most part, judges show far 
more understanding for the perpetrator than 
for the victim. 


No agreement on 
nazi numbers 


There are now as many as 5,000 nazi skin- 
heads in Germany, according to a report by 
the internal security service, __ the 
Verfassungsschutz, in the state of Lower 
Saxony. 

Evaluating the mushrooming of bonehead 
activity, the security service describes the 
skins as “the most militant and dangerous part 
of the neo-nazi spectrum”’. 

The report estimates that of the 5,000 only 
3 per cent are women but alarmingly more 
than 70 per cent of the boneheads are under 
20 years old and 95 per cent are under 30. 

These figures, while they contradict earlier 
federal Verfassungsschutz estimates of 2,500 
fascist boneheads nationally, do seem to fit 
the latest evaluation at federal level of the 
extreme right’s wider following. 
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According to Peter Frisch, vice president of 
the federal Verfassungsschutz, the tally of fas- 
cist groups at the end of 1991 stood at 76 
with an estimated 39,800 members, compared 
to 69 organisations and 32,300 members at 
the end of 1990. 

These figures include parties like the neo- 
nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutsch- 
lands (NPD) and David Irving’s friends in the 
Deutsche Volksunion (DVU), but do not 
count the fascist Republikaner Partei (REP), 
which claimed a nationwide membership of 
20,000 at its recent conference in 
Deggendorf. 

Informed sources put the current NPD and 
DVU membership at 8,000 and 24,000 
respectively and the numbers gathered in the 
myriad of groups that form the hardline neo- 
nazi scene at around 6,500. With the REP’s 
membership, these groups alone give a total 
of 58,500. 

This assessment of the situation continues to 
be at sharp variance with the confused pic- 
tures drawn by the German authorities at 
regional level, which mostly play down both 
the numbers of neo-nazis and the degree of 
nazi influence and organisation within the 
bonehead scene. 

For example, Wolfgang Pfaff, the 
Verfassungsschutz chief in the state of 
Brandenburg, one of the east German states, 
has stated that neo-nazi skin scene includes 
about 500, has “no firm organisational form 
and does not aspire to have one” and is not 
organised interregionally. Nevertheless, in the 
same statement Pfaff designated the fight 
against right-extremism as the main task of 
the state security service. 

However, Pfaff’s estimation of the charac- 
ter of the fascist scene in Brandenburg and 
that of the federal Verfassungsschutz presi- 
dent Eckhart Werthebach do not square. 

Werthebach said in March that there are 
currently about 5,000 “militant neo-nazis” in 
Germany, of whom about two-thirds are con- 
centrated in the east. These belong mainly to 
groups like the Deutsche Alternative (DA), 
the Nationale Offensive (NO) and the 
Nationalistische Front (NF). 

Latest estimates put the DA’s strength at 
700, but this figure probably only denotes the 
cadre and not the wider periphery, which is 
much larger and may number as many as 
2,000. 

Interestingly, most of the DA’s cadre is cen- 
tred in Brandenburg, where yet another study 
— this time by the Brandenburg Interior 
Ministry — has come up with figures that dif- 
fer from both Pfaff and the federal security 
service. 

This study, based on police estimates, 
argues that the number of organised neo-nazi 
youths in Brandenburg alone stands at over 
1,000 and that 400 of these are “ready for 
violence”. But it adds that this violence “has 
no political aim” and that these youths “are 
not interested in political programmes”. 

The estimate for Berlin is different again. 
Heinz Annussek, the security chief in the city, 
reckons that there are now more than 2,000 
fascists active, of which 800 belong to the 
DVU, 200 to the NPD and over 500 are bone- 
heads. He says that “about half the skinheads 
are politically motivated and engaged in 
aggressive, concerted racist actions.” 

In western Germany too there are signs of 
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serious underestimation. For example, the 
Baden-Wiirttemberg Verfassungsschutz 
issued its annual report in July and gave for 
“right-extremist connected” skins the outra- 
geously low number of 190. 

At the same time, declares the report, 
which omits some of the most active neo-nazi 
groups, there were more than 300 violent 
racist attacks, including 30 firebombings, in 
Baden-Wiirttemberg in 1991 carried out 
“mainly by skinheads”. 

So many figures are thrown about that none 
of the cited official estimates can be regarded 
as accurate. Just how inaccurate they are can 
be gauged by examining the Lower Saxony 
Verfassungsschutz statistics which say that 
there are “about 350 fascist skins” in the 
state. 

If this is true, then the numbers have actual- 
ly fallen because in November last year, when 
criticising the federal security service for its 
underestimates, the Lower Saxony service 
acknowledged that there were more than 550 
fascist boneheads in the region. 

In autumn last year, when Germany was 
swept by a torrent of nazi violence, an 
unnamed federal security service spokesper- 
son conceded that the situation was “out of 
control’. Its seeming inability to measure the 
exact scale of the threat and the continuing 
dispute among its senior officers about 
whether racist violence is politically motivat- 
ed and coordinated go some way to explain- 
ing the reasons for this startling admission. 


Asylum bill passed 


The controversial law to process political asy- 
lum applications within six weeks has been 
passed by the upper chamber of the German 
parliament. 

The law, which took effect on 1 July, will 
mean the establishment of 93 collection 
camps which will house up to 48,000 
refugees while they wait for their applications 
to be dealt with. 

The new law spells long-term doom for the 
liberal Article 16 of the German constitution 
which had hitherto guaranteed the right of 
asylum. 

Asylum-seekers will now be questioned 
rigorously, fingerprinted to prevent multiple 
applications and sent, at federal government 
cost, to a collection camp. If their applica- 
tions fail they will be deported forthwith. 

The law, designed to quell the mounting 
racist clamour in Germany, will be sweet 
music to those right-wing conservative politi- 
cians who have led the campaign to scrap 
Article 16. 

One of these politicians, Erich Ried| of the 
Bavarian Christian Social Union, who serves 
as State Secretary in the Federal Economics 
Ministry, publicly demanded recently that the 
region around Munich “must immediately be 
declared a refugee-free zone”. 

Coming hard on the heels of racist state- 
ments by the Bavarian prime minister Max 
Streibl that refugees were “economic para- 
sites from all over the world” and warning 
against a “multi-criminal society”, Riedl’s 
comments raised the political temperature to 
boiling point. 

Such comments have also fuelled the fas- 
cist and racist violence, which reached tidal 
wave proportions last year and which forced 


more than 6,000 asylum-seekers to flee the 
east German state of Saxony. 

Last year about 256,000 refugees sought 
asylum in Germany. Fewer than 4 per cent 
were allowed to stay. 


Survey shock 


Two new and highly detailed surveys of opin- 
ions among young east Germans have pro- 
duced shocking evidence of widespread fas- 
cist sympathies. 

In the first study, conducted by the Social 
Analysis Research Centre in Leipzig, 4,300 
pupils, students and trainees aged between 14 
and 25 in the east German states of Sachsen 
and Sachsen-Anhalt were questioned. 

Researchers found that over 50 per cent 
rejected outright the presence of foreigners. 
More than 30 per cent of trainees and 25 per 
cent of pupils agreed that “We should keep 
the Germans pure and stop race mixing”. 

The second study on “The youth scene and 
youth violence”, completed for Branden- 
burg’s Youth Ministry, showed that 42 per 
cent of young people agreed with the state- 
ment “Germany for the Germans, foreigners 
out” and 30 per cent agreed that “foreigners 
should be beaten up and driven out”. 


THE NETHERLANDS 


British boneheads 
play Holland 


The British nazi skinhead band No Remorse 
played its first gig in the Netherlands on the 
last weekend in June at a concert attended by 
more than 250 youths. This was the first per- 
formance ever in the Netherlands by a group 
with a clear nazi ideology. 

Nazi bands on the Blood and Honour cir- 
cuit, like Skrewdriver and No Remorse, were 
previously banned, leaving Dutch nazi skins 
with no choice but to go to Britain, Germany 
or Belgium if to attend gigs or make contacts. 

Now all that has changed, a product of a 
slow revival of the nazi bonehead scene in the 
Netherlands, which had been dormant since 
the mid-1980s when two nazi skins were con- 
victed of a racist murder. 

The vehicle for the revival is a new fanzine 
called Hou Kontakt (Keep in touch), pub- 
lished by one Martin van der Grind, who in 
1986 was an accomplice in a racist killing. 
Van der Grind was the main organiser behind 
the No Remorse gig on 27 June. 

Clearly, during their period of relative inac- 
tivity, the boneheads have been brushing up 
on security, probably with a little help from 
their British and German friends. 

The fanzine is difficult to obtain and is 
available only to those who can give the 
name of a known nazi bonehead as a refer- 
ence. Its content mirrors the interests of the 
bonehead subculture, replete with articles on 
music, pubs which they see fit to terrorise, 
runic symbols and advertisements for other 
bonehead groups. 

Most of the pubs cited are in Amsterdam 
and include The Unicorn, which banned the 
nazis after they beat up a migrant there last 
November. 

Also listed are De Melkweg and Paradiso, 
which the boneheads visit for ska concerts. 


Ferreres, La Vanguardia 


goes policy and allows racist and sexist bands 
like the notorious Type-O-Negative. 

A racist concert scheduled for 19 Decem- 
ber last year was scrapped after an anti-fascist 
demonstration on 14 December made it clear 
that it would not be a good idea to allow it. 

Despite this, De Melkweg is a gathering 
place where boneheads can shout sieg heil 
with impunity and a launch pad for post-con- 
cert violence in central Amsterdam. Concerts 
on Hitler’s birthday are a regular feature of its 
programme. 

Another place that the boneheads are trying 
to colonise is the Cruise Inn, a pub that is 
advertised in Hou Kontakt. The Cruise Inn is 
known as a rock and roll venue, mainly fre- 
quented by greasers. 

Hou Kontakt says that it wonders whether 
the Cruise Inn would not be a nice hall for a 
performance of the Klansmen, another enter- 
prise of the British nazi Ian Stuart Donaldson. 

The skins have a sympathetic ear in the 
boss of the pub, Dennis Hendrik Overweg, 
himself a former bonehead and activist of the 
nazi Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU) in 
Glimmerveen. 

In the early 1980s, Overweg shared a squat 
in Amsterdam with another nazi, Franky 
Kattenberg, who was later convicted and 
jailed for four years for the murder in 1986 of 
Michael Poye, killed because “he looked like 
a hippie”. Kattenberg was also an NVU mem- 
ber and is still a bonehead. 

Afterwards Overweg became a taxi-driver 
in Amsterdam and claimed loudly that had 
renounced both racism and fascism and want- 
ed nothing more to do with either. That was 
short-lived, now that he, anonymously, places 
advertisements in Hou Kontakt _ inviting 
boneheads to join his pub’s clientele. 

Hou Kontakt plays a pivotal role in more 
ways than one. Its articles on music dwell on 
on descriptions of the ups and downs of 
bands whose performances are almost always 
accompanied by violence. 

A whole page is devoted to an explanation 
of nazi and runic signs. According to the 
magazine the swastika stands for “Fight for 
God, the sign of working life” and the Celtic 
Cross implies resistance, while the tripod 
symbol of the nazi South African Afrikaner 
Weerstands Beweging refers to the trinity “to 
become, to be, to perish”. These interpreta- 
tions owe their origin directly to Hitler’s SS, 
the boneheads’ role-model. 

The magazine’s advertisements also show 


that there is qualitative development in the 
Netherlands nazi skinhead scene. The third 
issue of Hou Kontakt features advertisements 
for a tattoo shop, sales outlets for records and 
cassettes and material from the nazi mail 
order firm Oi-stuff, which touts T-shirts and 
stickers embellished with nazi symbols. 

Oi-stuff’s catalogue is sent out from a PO 
box in Utrecht registered to Monique 
Bosman. Her family have a high profile in the 
activities of the fascist Centrum Demokraten 
(CD) and Monique is a known CD member. 

Her boyfriend, John van Prooyen, has a 
well established fascist background, having 
stood as a CD candidate in the European and 
Dutch parliamentary elections in 1989. 

Until that year he was a resident in a notori- 
ous bonehead house in Utrecht. Now he is 
one of the central organisers behind Oi-stuff, 
whose material speaks for itself. 

The mottoes on the T-shirts and stickers are 
illegal. Among the garbage sold by Bosman 
and her fiancé are stickers from various sects 
of the Ku Klux Klan, Gary Rex Lauck’s nazi 
NSDAP-AO, the Belgian Vlaams Blok and, 
bringing up the rear, Ian Stuart Donaldson’s 
Blood and Honour. 

Inscriptions on these stickers include such 
filth as “Don’t buy from Jews”, “Liberate 
Europe from the Jews”, “In heaven there are 
no niggers, that’s why we molest them here”, 
“IT want you for the Ku Klux Klan” and 
“Adolf Hitler, our fiihrer”. 

Dutch nazi skins are highly dangerous and 
highly motivated politically. Until 1990 they 
were mainly concentrated in the Jongeren 
Front Nederland (JFN) and in_ the 
Aktionsfront Nationaler Socialisten (ANS), 
an offshoot of the banned German organisa- 
tion of the same name. 

When the JFN was banned in 1990, their 
loyalties switched to the fascist Centrumpartij 
86, whose acting secretary is top nazi skin 
Tibor Mudde, former treasurer of the JFN. 

There are up to 300 nazi boneheads in the 
Netherlands and they are centred on the west- 
ern part of the country. 

Their most dangerous feature is their 
renewed engagement in violent activity aimed 
particularly at black people, gays and punks. 

They have extended their violent attentions 
more recently to attacks on Jewish cemeteries 
and monuments and on mosques. The sudden 
appearance of No Remorse on the scene 
means that this violence is likely to increase. 


From our Dutch correspondent 


BELGIUM 


Racist programme 
published 


The fascist Vlaams Blok has publicised its 
new 70-point programme, written by party 
boss Filip Dewinter and closely modelled on 
the 5l-point programme announced by the 
VB’s fascist partners in the French Front 
National last year. 

So close is the resemblance between the 
two fascist policy documents that some sen- 
tences are actually identical. The VB, howev- 
er, takes the racist content even further than 
the FN. 

For example, it proposes that migrants 
should have no right to vote unless they hold 
Belgian nationality. Any migrant organisa- 
tions would be forbidden. 

The VB also advocates the establishment of 
a special security police force to operate in 
areas with a high migrant population and 
demands the deportation, in military aero- 
planes, of illegal or criminal migrants. 

Social rights would be almost entirely elim- 
inated. Thus in the VB’s nightmare world, 
migrants would receive no social assistance 
or pensions and migrant children would be 
forced to attend separate schools. 

Dewinter calls this programme realistic. 
Other political parties say it is repulsive 
because it is based on the lie that migrants are 
to blame for Belgium’s problems. 

However, the big lie is the VB’s stock-in- 
trade. In June the party published a study 
about how much migrants cost the taxpayer 
and came up with the bizarre claim that they 
account for 122 billion Belgian francs. Any 
profit the migrants create for Belgium, the 
VB said, could not be worked out. 

Such is the strength of the VB that its spu- 
rious claims can no longer merely be laughed 
off as the rantings of fevered minds. 

Thus a counter-study was carried out for 
the Belgian Royal Commissioner on Migrant 
Policy. It found that in reality the social cost 
of migrants is lower than that claimed by the 
fascists and in any case is more than offset by 
the 143 billion francs that migrants pay into 
state social security schemes. 

The conclusion of this report denounced 
the VB’s “survey” as manipulative, not objec- 
tive, and not to be taken seriously. 

Unfortunately, a Belgian appeal court 
seems to have applied similar advice to the 
criminal violence of top VB member Xavier 
Buisseret. 

Buisseret, 51, a former member of the 
banned terrorist Vlaamse Militanten Orde 
(VMO) and now VB propaganda boss, had 
been convicted in 1990 for his part in a sav- 
age baseball bat attack on two Moroccan 
youngsters in Antwerp. 

Finding him guilty and giving him a two- 
year suspended sentence, the lower court 
ruled that there was no reason to doubt his 
role in the attack. 

The conviction stuck and even though he is 
now a member of parliament he was not 
given immunity. Now, however, the appeal 
court has acquitted him on the ground that 
“there was a lack of proof”. 


From our Belgian correspondent 
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s a feature of Searchlight's 
A istersations coverage, the 
research department of the 
Center for Democratic Renewal 
presents a regular column on the 
activities of the far right in the 


United States. 


Aryan Nations hits 
the skids 


The Idaho-based Aryan Nations, once the 
most powerful neo-nazi organisation in the 
USA, is on the verge of collapse. In recent 
weeks one leader after another has deserted 
Richard Butler, the ageing leader, leaving a 
skeleton crew of virtual incompetents. About 
100 people attended the annual meeting at the 
group’s 20-acre encampment on 11 and 12 


July, a marked decline from years past. 

Aryan Nations was founded by Richard 
Butler in the late 1970s and became the axis 
of unity for Klan and neo-nazi groups in the 
early 1980s. In 1983-84 the north Idaho 
encampment was the centre of a new terrorist 
group named The Order, which staged a 
series of spectacular armoured car robberies 
and murders across the West and Midwest. In 
1986 Aryan Nations led a drive to move 
white supremacists to the Pacific Northwest 
and establish an “Aryan republic”. In 1990 it 
attempted to seize the initiative among the 
growing skinhead movement and held an 
annual Aryan Nations youth conference on 
Hitler’s birthday. 

Now Aryan Nations has run out of steam 
and has no new strategic initiative. Justin 
Dwyer, a Washington state skinhead organiser 
for the group, recently resigned, claiming the 
leadership was “insensitive” to women and 
youth. As a result only 15 to 20 skinheads 
attended this year’s conference. Dwyer and 
his girlfriend Elizabeth Bullis claim they are 
moving to South Carolina. Larry McCurry, a 
veteran organiser from Montana, has also left. 
And Floyd Cochran, once the chief 
spokesman for the group, defected just days 
before the annual meeting and _ publicly 
denounced racism and bigotry. 

Richard Butler, who is in his seventies, has 
been searching for an heir to lead the organi- 


sation. He has had to settle for Carl Franklin, 
once the state leader in Pennsylvania and 
brother-in-law to convicted Order terrorist 
David Lane. The hapless Franklin is not capa- 
ble of leading others, but has demanded obe- 
dience from subordinates. A series of feuds 
has erupted. 

Notably absent from the meeting was Louis 
Beam, the fiery Texan who usually urges his 
followers to commit acts of bloody violence. 
Also absent was Kirk Lyons, the attorney 
whose marriage ceremony took place at last 
year’s meeting. 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan grand wizard 
Thom Robb did attend, but he kept a low pro- 
file — as befits his new attempt to run for the 
Arkansas state legislature. Robb urged those 
attending to “love the white race”, but not to 
hate others. In past years Robb has conducted 
the night-time cross-burning. But this year the 
honour fell to Harold von Braunhut. Braunhut 
usually wears a black clerical suit but was 
dressed in a green and purple Klan robe for 
the occasion. 

Alas, poor Harold. The retired millionaire 
businessman added the von to his name for a 
bit of Germanic flavouring. But those who 
know him well remember him as a New York 
City native of Jewish parentage. Now he is 
presiding over neo-nazi cross-burnings in 
Idaho. It is a sign of how low both he and 
Aryan Nations have sunk. 


Anti-fascist wins major US award 


Lenny Zeskind, research director of 
the Center for Democratic Renewal, 
has received an award from the Petra 
Foundation for his sterling work in 
combating racism over many years. 


The Petra Foundation was established in 
the USA in 1988 in memory of Petra 
Shattuck, a lawyer who died of a cerebral 
haemorrhage at the age of 46 after 
a lifetime dedicated to champi- 
oning individuals and _ groups 
oppressed by reason of race, belief 
or circumstance. 

The Foundation makes annual 
awards to individuals who are 
actively committed to promoting 
racial justice, protecting the auton- 
omy of individuals, groups and 
communities, or defending freedom 
of speech, expression and thought. 
Those who receive awards are 
selected for their force of character, 
independence of judgment and 
ability to convey values and ideas 
to others. 

Lenny Zeskind has been the pre- 
eminent authority in the United 
States on the white supremacist 
movement for more than a decade. 
He monitors Ku Klux Klan, neo- 
nazi and other forms of white 
supremacist activity through a network of 
informants and sources throughout the USA 
and Europe. 

He provides public education, research, 
advocacy, victims’ assistance and leadership 
training. He is regularly consulted by journal- 
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ists, law enforcement organisations and reli- 
gious groups from around the world. 

He has repeatedly demonstrated that hate 
group activity is not the product of a handful 
of demented minds or an idiosyncratic sub- 
culture but a significant political trend, gradu- 
ally influencing the political mainstream 
through such figures as David Duke. It was 
Zeskind’s research on David Duke which 


ke ot 


Lenny Zeskin 


d (right) is presented with his award 


recently helped focus the American press on 
Duke’s history of racist activity and support. 
Zeskind has been particularly successful in 
tracking the elaborate interconnections 
between various Christian Identity groups, 
including the Aryan Nations, the White 


Patriot Party, the Covenant, the Sword and 
the Arm of the Lord, and the Christian-Patriot 
Defense League. Through infiltrating these 
groups he has managed to publish regular 
updates that provide remarkable detail about 
their military activities. 

Lenny Zeskind first experienced racism and 
bigotry as a teenager when his family moved 
to a city in the south of the USA. After study- 
ing philosophy he worked in the 
anti-war movement. In 1970 he 
began working with white gang 
members in Kansas City, Missouri 
while supporting himself with fac- 
tory jobs. He continued to work for 
social justice in the labour move- 
ment while employed in various 
trades. 

From the late 1970s Zeskind 
became increasingly interested in 
racism and began tracking patterns 
of antisemitic and anti-black activi- 
ties. He got involved in the Anti- 
Klan Network and in 1982 began 
publishing The Hammer: Anti- 
racist, Anti-fascist News and 
Analysis, a magazine that drew 
national attention to the quality of 
his research. In 1986 he became 
research director of the National 
Anti-Klan Network, which was 
renamed the Center for Democratic 
Renewal. 

He now publishes the CDR’s magazine, 
The Monitor, and contributes a regular col- 
umn to Searchlight. He has joined members 
of the Searchlight team in numerous speaking 
tours over the years. 


Butchers, 
Bibles and 
ballyhoo 


If asked to list the most infamous acts of bar- 
barism in history, one might single out the 
“Massacre of the Innocents”, the persecution 
and supplanting of the native North 
Americans and, certainly, the Holocaust. 
There is, or has been for most of us, precious 
little reason to include on a list of history’s 
horrors the discovery of America. This year is 
the 500th anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus’s discovery of islands on the west- 
ern side of the Atlantic, which he believed, as 
every schoolboy knows, to be the Orient. 

Columbus might well have said, on placing 
foot on the island of Hispaniola, “One small 
step for Spain, one giant leap’into eternity for 
the natives.” The natives, whom Columbus 
actually thought were the Japanese (he called 
the island Cipango), together with most of the 
inhabitants of the islands of the Caribbean, of 
Central America and _ northern South 
America, were to be exterminated in the 
course of the “conquests” that followed. 

The brutal history of the conquistadors, 
from a contemporary source, appears in a 
recently published translation of A Short 
Account of The Destruction of The Indies by 
the sixteenth century priest Bartolomé de Las 
Casas, who was born in Seville in 1484 and 
made a priest in 1510 in the new Spanish 
colonies. It places before humanity, in a year 
in which there is much ballyhoo about the 
USA and its heroic past and Columbus’s role 
in it, a record of unspeakable bestiality, 
numbing in its detailed account of the system- 
atic defeat, enslavement, torture and horrific 
slaughter of some of the most gentle, inno- 
cent peoples on earth. 

The editor and translator, Nigel Griffin, 
was faced with a daunting task. Las Casas’s 
account was written in 1542 by a man filled 
with anger, shame and despair, a man so com- 
mitted to his king that he naively believed 
that the act of placing a record of such damn- 
ing detail before him would bring an immedi- 
ate end to the carnage being visited on distant 
‘subjects’ by leading Spaniards and _ their 
armies. 

For that reason it is a harrowing account; it 
spares not the grisliest of details and Griffin 
has faithfully relayed the raw truth of this 
doomed attempt to spare the Amerindians 
from genocide at the hands of the Christian 
conquistadors. There are so many tales of 
bloody slaughter and killing frenzy that it is 
difficult to single out examples of the enormi- 


ty of the Spanish crime. However, let the 
words of Las Casas describe the loving, 
Christian care meted out to the people of 
Guatemala by one Pedro de Alvarado: 

“One of this blackguard’s ploys, whenever 
he was about to attack a city or the surround- 
ing countryside, was to take with him as 
many natives as he could from the tribes he 
had already conquered and to get them to do 
his fighting for him. Since he never fed the 
ten or twenty thousand impressed natives in 
his army, he gave them leave to eat the pris- 
oners they took, thus setting the royal seal of 
approval on the establishment, in his camp, of 
a human abbattoir where he himself would 
preside over the slaughter and grilling of chil- 
dren and where grown men were butchered 
for the sake of their hands and feet which 
were generally held to be the best cuts.” 

And again in Las Casas’s words: 

“Once the natives saw that their deep 
humility, generosity and submissiveness did 
nothing to soften the hearts of these ravening 
beasts, and that the Spaniards were prepared 
to hack them to pieces for absolutely no rea- 
son whatever, they decided that, although 
they stood no chance of defeating ferocious 
enemies who were on horseback and were 
armed to the teeth, they might as well die in 
defence of their homes, standing shoulder to 
shoulder and, insofar as they could, avenging 
themselves on their wicked and hellish ene- 
mies, even though they were well aware that, 
weak as they were, on foot and unarmed, they 
were doomed to die whatever they did. They 
hit upon the notion of digging holes in the 
middle of the roads so that any horse being 
ridden along that stretch of road would fall 
into the hole and impale itself on the deadly 
staves which they sharpened and blackened 
by fire before setting them into the floor of 
the pit. They covered the pits with turf and 
other grasses so that there should be no sign 
of anything out of the ordinary. Once or twice 
a horse did fall into these pits but only rarely 
as the Spaniards soon learned to keep an eye 
open for them. But, in order to avenge them- 
selves on the local people for having devised 
this trick, they decreed that all natives taken 
alive, of any station and of all ages, should 
themselves be cast into the pits they had dug, 
and so it came to pass that all those they cap- 
tured — pregnant women, mothers of newborn 
babes, children and old men — were thrown 
into these pits and impaled on the spikes. The 
pits, brim-full of their wretched victims, 
afforded a sorry spectacle, especially as they 
included women with their children still 
clutched to their breasts. Those they did not 
deal with in this fashion, they transfixed on 
their lances or stabbed to death with their 
daggers, or threw to the wild dogs who tore 
them to pieces and ate them. On the odd 
occasion when they found a native of rank 
among their haul, they did him the honour of 
burning him alive. This inhuman butchery 
continued for a full seven years, from 1524 
until 1530 or 1531, and the reader can imag- 
ine for himself the sheer numbers involved.” 

It is naturally difficult not to suspect that 
such horror might be an exaggeration or even 
deliberate fabrication. Such suspicions are 
dispelled by Anthony Pagden in his lengthy 
and essential introduction. He sets the scene 
for the reader, explaining the history of the 
circumstances in which Las Casas wrote his 


contemporaneous account of the genocide. 
He refers to Hernan Cortés’s Letters to 
Charles V, referred to by their author, the 
renowned conquistador, as ‘cartas de rela- 
cion’ (letters of account) which, Pagden says, 
suggested that “despite their narrative struc- 
ture and epistolary form, their content pos- 
sessed all the accuracy of a legal document. 
Las Casas’s title was intended to convey the 
same impression. The aims of Cortés and Las 
Casas could not have been more different, but 
their rhetorical strategies were, unsurprisingly 
perhaps since both men inhabited the same 
political and literary culture, very similar. 
Like Cortés’s Letters, the Short Account, in 
its final printed form, was meant in the first 
instance for a royal reader, in this case Philip 
II, before whom it would have been unthink- 
able to lie.” 

In his conclusions, Las Casas wrote: 

“IT completed [this account] in Valencia, on 
the eighth day of December 1542, at a time 
when the violence, the oppression, the despo- 
tism, the killing, the plunder, the depopula- 
tion, the outrages, the agonies and the calami- 
ties we have described were at their height 
throughout the New World’ wherever 
Christians have set foot. ... Yet I do see hope 
for the future, for, as the Emperor and King 
of Spain, Charles V (whose person and whose 
Empire may God preserve), learns of the 
crimes committed against his will and against 
that of God by his servants in the New World 
and of their treachery towards the people of 
the continent (for, until now, there has been 
an effective conspiracy of silence about what 
has really been happening) he will, as one 
wedded to the concept of justice and avid to 
see it prevail, put a stop to the wickedness 
and undertake a total reform of the adminis- 
tration of this New World that God has 
bestowed upon him and will do so for the 
greater glory of the Holy Catholic Church and 
for the salvation of his own royal soul. 
Amen.” 

The anger which the account releases in the 
reader is exacerbated by the knowledge that 
this whole murderous episode of the history 
of the Americas was, according to one of the 
many revealing footnotes in the book, 
enabled by an act of Pope Alexander VI, 
who, in a ‘Bull of Donation’ in 1493, conced- 
ed sovereignty of the Americas to Ferdinand 
and Isabella of Spain in exchange for an obli- 
gation to convert their inhabitants to 
Christianity. 

What arrogance to assume ownership of 
millions of people and their land, and cynical- 
ly ‘concede’ rights over them to the 
‘Christian’ hordes who brought them misery, 
death and extinction! Sadly, the habit of 
assuming omnipotence over the globe is not 
yet dead. The worst of the current offenders 
and the proclaimer of a New World Order for 
us all to follow is this year celebrating the 
man whose companions and successors were 
the instruments of an earlier New World 
Order and the perpetrators of perhaps the 
greatest of all crimes against humanity. 


A Short Account of the Destruction of 
the Indies: Bartolomé de Las Casas. 
Edited and translated by Nigel Griffin. 
Introduction by Anthony Pagden. 
Penguin Classics £5.99. 
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Anti-Fascist Action Unity Carnival 


AFA will hold its second Unity Carnival on 
Sunday 6 September at Hackney Downs in 
east London. More than 10,000 people 
attended last year’s carnival. This year AFA 
hopes to increase that number significantly. 
The line-up of bands and other entertain- 
ment should certainly be a great draw, with 
two separate stages playing throughout the 


day. The first will be hosted by Attila the 
Stockbroker and will star New Model Army 
and other groups including 25th May, 
Flowered Up, Gilly G, Liberty Cage and 
Blaggers ITA. 

The second stage will be hosted by Tim 
Westwood. It will concentrate on rap and 
hiphop music and include bands like Ruthless 


Anti-Fascist Action contact addresses 


London AFA 
Birmingham AFA 
Brighton AFA 
Cardiff AFA 


BM 1734, London, WCIN 3XX 


PO Box 2414, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 OTZ 
c/o Brighton Unemployed Centre, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, Sussex 


PO Box 368, Cardiff, CF2 1SQ 


Cleveland AFA Box 13, c/o St Mary's Centre, Corporation Road, Middlesbrough, Cleveland 


Derby CARF 

Exeter AFA 

Glasgow AFA 

Kent Anti-Fascist Action Committee 
Leeds AFA 
Leicester AFA 
Manchester AFA 
Norwich AFA 
Nottingham AFA 
Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 


PO Box 70, Derby, DE] 9JW 


c/o The Flying Post, PO Box 185, Exeter, EX4 4EW 


PO Box 266, Glasgow, G1 5RX 
PO Box 88, Rochester, Kent, MEI LAU 
Box 151, 52 Call Lane, Leeds, LS2 6DT 


c/o Leicester TC, Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester 
PO Box 83, South West PDO, Manchester, M20 8WG 


PO Box 73, Norwich, NR1 2EB 
PO Box 179, Nottingham, NGI 3AG 


4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI IEA 


York AFA 


c/o York University Students Union, Goodrich College, York 


Herts AFA and Liverpool AFA can for the time being be contacted via the London Anti- 


Fascist Action address. 


Rap, Assassins, Hijack, Katch 22 and Son of 
Noise. 

There will be a great variety of stalls and 
eateries and participants will be able to eat 
their way around the world and pick up infor- 
mation on anti-fascism and anti-racism. 

AFA is still keen to obtain the sponsorship 
and support of trade unions and other anti- 
fascist organisations for the carnival. 

See you there. 


@ SECURITY ALERT 


Anti-fascists in Tyne and Wear will be 
well aware that they have one of the finest 
anti-fascist organisations in the country 
working with them and on their behalf. As 
part of the Northern Network, Tyne and 
Wear Anti-Fascist Association works with 
a large number of anti-fascist groups and 
organisations throughout the country. 

Recently a small group has attempted to 
set up what it calls an AFA branch in the 
area. An initial letter appealing for support 
uses language that anti-fascists have only 
seen used before in fascist publications. 
The whole hijacking attempt, futile as it is, 
smacks of agents provocateurs. 

Both Searchlight and TWAFA have 
made representations to Anti-Fascist 
Action nationally to deal with these peo- 
ple plying their trade under AFA’s banner 
as soon as possible. 


FROM PREJUDICE TO GENOCIDE 


From Prejudice to 
Genocide 


Learning about the Holocaust 


Carrie Supple 
with a Foreword by Martin Gilbert 


Trentham Books 


Learning about the Holocaust 
Carrie Supple 


A key text for National Curriculum History, this book is a comprehensive resource for 
teaching about the Holocaust, one of the most critical events of modern history. 

It includes a history of anti-semitism and describes the variety of Jewish communities in 
pre-war Europe. It gives an account of the experience of Gypsies before and during the 
Holocaust and of other people deemed by the Nazis to be unworthy of life. 

The book traces the rise of Nazism and the diverse responses to it. The way the Holocaust 
was conceived and implemented is examined in detail. 

By following the effects of the Holocaust through the experience of individuals, in particular 
four people — Esther Brunstein, Harry Nagelsztajn, Werner Mayer and Liesl Silverstone 
— the author gives a face to the millions of victims. 

The themes of collaboration, indifference, obedience, dehumanisation, resistance and 
rescue are explored, making the book a valuable source for RE, PSE, Psychology and 
Humanities lessons. The final chapter includes examples of contemporary genocide and 
persecution. 

Carrie Supple is a history teacher and has been developing her material over several years. 
In this book, she has bridged some of the significant gaps in information and provides a 
wealth of resources and classroom exercises. 

Foreword by Martin Gilbert. 


Summer 1992, ISBN: 0 948080 60 4 
Price £16.95, 286 pages, 145mm x 228mm 


Esther Brunstein, Harry Nagelsztajn, Werner Mayer and Liesl Silverstone describe their experi- 
ences and the continuing effects of the Holocaust on their lives, in response to the questions of 
school students in Where Shall We Go?, a 56-minute video available from Swingbridge Video, 
Norden House, 41 Stowell Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE1 4YB. 

Tel: (091) 232 3762. Price £35.00 plus VAT. 


ORDER FORM 
FROM PREJUDICE TO GENOCIDE by Carrie Supple @ £16.95 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


POST CODE 


NUMBER OF COPIES REQUIRED eae 


Send to your bookseller, agent or direct to: 


TRENTHAM BOOKS LIMITED 


Westview House, 734 London Road, Oakhill, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 5NP 
Telephone: (0782) 745567 
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